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HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE OF ED SIMMONS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the extraordinary life of Edward S. Sim-
mons, who passed away on July 16, 2013 at 
the age of 62. 

Edward or ‘‘Ed’’ served in Vietnam as a 
medic where he was injured, and never forgot 
his fellow soldiers as he spent the rest of his 
life organizing benefits for unemployed and 
disabled veterans. 

Ed was responsible for organizing and ob-
taining over 500 job pledges for Veterans from 
the UAW and United Steelworkers of America 
during the ‘‘Who Dares Win’’ relay race from 
Buffalo to Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Bos-
ton, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia to call atten-
tion to the need for jobs for veterans. The runs 
concluded in a cross-country relay to San 
Francisco in 1996. 

Ed was the retired deputy director of the 
New York State Division of Veteran’s affairs 
as well as being one of the founding members 
and serving on the board of directors as a co- 
chair at the Veteran’s One-Stop Center of 
Western New York. 

This spring, I was proud to join with Ed and 
many others to officially open the One Stop 
Center on Main Street in the City of Buffalo. 
No one fought harder to make the idea of hav-
ing a single location with many services to 
help veterans a reality than Ed Simmons and 
despite his own physical struggle, no one’s 
smile was brighter as he cut the ceremonial 
ribbon to officially open this comprehensive 
and caring site. 

It was said that the legacy of Western New 
Yorkers putting veterans first through the Vet-
erans One-stop Center began that day. I 
would like to add that the legacy of Ed Sim-
mons’ vision, commitment and dedication to 
putting veterans first now lives on everyday. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Onda, sis-
ters Dianne, Marie and Mary, and many 
nieces and nephews as well as beloved by his 
late sisters Patricia and Kathleen. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
moment to remember the life of this remark-
able man. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
offering our sincere condolences to his family 
and our deepest gratitude for his service to 
our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF BORIS 
WOLPER 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Boris Wolper, a distinguished con-

stituent who died on July 22, 2013, not long 
after celebrating his 89th birthday. He was 
born to Marian and Mordecai Wolper on April 
8, 1924, in San Francisco, California. 

Boris Wolper was a man of many interests. 
He enjoyed a successful career as a commer-
cial and industrial real estate broker, and 
served his community as a member of the 
Woodside Planning Commission. He loved to 
travel and was a supporter of many causes 
and institutions. He loved friends, food, wine, 
sports, and cultural events. He was a proud 
graduate of Sanford University and its Grad-
uate School of Business, and attended every 
Big Game from 1942 until 2011. He was a 
skier and tennis player, and he loved to hike 
with his friends Howard Eisenberg, Bob Kohn, 
Dick Zukin, Paul Kaplan, Roy Goldberg and 
Joe Samson. 

Boris leaves his loving wife of sixty-four 
years, Marilyn; two daughters, Julie Brenner 
and Andrea Wolper; sons-in-law Ellis Brenner 
and Ken Filiano; and his grandchildren Sharon 
and Elliott Brenner. He is also survived by his 
sister and brother-in-law, Malkah and Don 
Carothers, and many cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our condolences to Boris 
Wolper’s family and pay tribute to his long and 
productive life. He will be missed by all who 
had the good fortune to know him, and those 
of us who called him friend will never forget 
him. Our community has lost a favorite son, 
and our country has lost a model citizen. 

f 

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to St. Mary of the Assumption 
Catholic Church in my district. I ask the House 
of Representative to join me in congratulating 
the parish on celebrating 140 years of worship 
and outreach in the Saginaw Bay Region of 
Michigan. On Saturday, August 3, 2013, the 
parishioners and community will recognize this 
milestone during an anniversary program. 

St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, under 
the leadership of Father Henri Nouvel, held 
their first religious mass in the Saginaw Valley 
on Christmas Eve in 1675 on the banks of the 
river near Saginaw. The existing parish, lo-
cated in Bay County, was built by Father Mar-
tin Godfriend Canters and dedicated in 1874. 

It is a true honor, Mr. Speaker, that St. Mary 
of the Assumption has called the Fifth Con-
gressional District home for 140 years. Our 
community has been very fortunate to have 
had such an established institution located in 
the heart of our region. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives join me in applauding the clergy, staff 
and congregation of St. Mary of the Assump-

tion Catholic Church and wish them continued 
success for many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEWISH B2B NET-
WORKING FOR CONNECTING PEO-
PLE AND STRENGTHENING OUR 
COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts of Jewish B2B Net-
working (B2B) and its founder, Shalom Klein, 
for his tireless work to connect people and 
promote the benefits of professional net-
working in the Jewish community. 

Still early in his career, Mr. Klein has devel-
oped a reputation for bringing people together 
and forging relationships. B2B began in in 
2010 and has achieved great success. Mr. 
Klein understood that in times of economic 
contraction, building relationships is just as im-
portant as having the rights skills. 

By setting out to build powerful professional 
networks, Mr. Klein has offered help to thou-
sands searching for jobs, employees or new 
resources. 

At any one of the many B2B-sponsored net-
working events, you may find hundreds of pro-
fessionals—young and experienced—looking 
to make meaningful contacts. I am pleased 
that many of these events take place through-
out my district. 

Even with B2B’s incredible success already, 
Mr. Klein has not slowed his initiative. He is 
constantly looking for new ways to expand 
and new tools and resources to share. 

Mr. Klein has worked so hard to ensure that 
the success of B2B is enjoyed by the entire 
community. 

After all, fostering these connections not 
only helps the jobseekers and businesses, but 
strengthens the whole community by bringing 
all of its members together. I congratulate 
Shalom Klein and B2B on its success and 
look forward to following its future. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I agree 
with the goals of H.R. 850, the Nuclear Iran 
Prevention Act of 2013, to prevent Iran from 
obtaining nuclear weapons and establishing 
clear controls and transparency so that it can-
not move toward becoming a nuclear weapon 
state. Despite that, I have grave concerns with 
the timing of this vote as well as amendments 
made to the bill in Committee. 
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As marked up in Committee, H.R. 850 

places inappropriate and counter-effective re-
strictions on the President’s authority to waive 
sanctions in exchange for Iranian concessions 
that would be in the national security interest 
of our Nation and in the security interests of 
our ally Israel. By attempting to hobble the 
President’s Article II authority to engage in for-
eign policy on behalf of the United States, the 
bill would limit the President’s negotiating abil-
ity and thereby undermine our diplomatic ef-
forts; this is particularly concerning given that 
the White House has signaled willingness to 
restart direct negotiations with Iran. 

It is especially counterproductive to vote on 
this measure before Iran’s new president is in-
augurated on August 4, 2013. In fact, experts 
have argued a vote on new sanctions ahead 
of the inauguration would only benefit Iranian 
hardliners opposed to compromising their goal 
for a nuclear Iran. 

Lastly, this bill should include language ex-
plicitly stating that nothing in its provisions is 
intended to or may be used as a basis for au-
thorization for war with Iran. The bill as cur-
rently written is too open to interpretation and 
I strongly oppose this Congress granting an 
implicit authorization for war, especially in the 
wake of the two wars we have so devastat-
ingly waged over the past decade. 

Because of these flawed provisions, I voted 
against H.R. 850. I look forward to working 
with colleagues to amend it as it moves 
through conference. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EDWARD F. 
WALSH JR. AS THE RECIPIENT 
OF THE 2013 RED JACKET AWARD 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate Edward F. Walsh Jr. as he has 
been named the recipient of the 2013 Red 
Jacket Award. 

A Buffalo native, Ed is devoted to civic 
progress in his hometown. An active commu-
nity volunteer for over 35 years, Ed has held 
leadership positions with various organizations 
including the United Way of Buffalo and Erie 
County, Nichols School, Kaleida Health, and 
the Center for Hospice & Palliative Care. 

Ed currently serves as the President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Walsh Duffield 
Companies, Inc., a fourth–generation family– 
owned insurance agency that is based here in 
Buffalo. 

Presented by the Buffalo History Museum, 
the Red Jacket Awards are based on a medal 
given by President George Washington to 
Seneca leader Red Jacket in 1792. The award 
was established by the museum in 1957 to 
honor those who exhibit quiet, unbroken devo-
tion to our region’s enrichment. Ed will be pre-
sented with the Red Jacket Award at the an-
nual Red Jacket Awards Dinner on September 
26, 2013 in the History Museum. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to recognize Mr. Edward Walsh’s 
great contributions and admirable generosity. I 
congratulate him on this incredible honor, 
thank him for his continued dedication to our 
community, and wish him the absolute best in 
all his future endeavors. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF KIP 
TOKUDA 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, we 
rise today to honor the life of Kip Tokuda, and 
pay tribute to his leadership, service, and 
dedication to the citizens of the State of 
Washington. 

Kip was a Seattle native and a graduate of 
the University of Washington. Following com-
pletion of his graduate studies in social work 
in 1969, Kip entered public service as a social 
worker with the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services and gained a 
reputation for being a strong advocate for chil-
dren and individuals with disabilities. He was 
later named to the Washington Council for 
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 

The second son of parents who were incar-
cerated at the Minidoka Relocation Center, Kip 
possessed an unwavering sense of justice and 
equality. A prominent figure within the Asian 
American community, he served as the presi-
dent of Seattle’s chapter of Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League (JACL)—an organization 
which is the oldest and largest Asian Amer-
ican civil rights organization. In 1998, Kip went 
on to found the Asian Pacific Islander Commu-
nity Leadership Foundation, a non–profit orga-
nization that focuses on social justice, commu-
nity empowerment, and public service. 

Beginning in 1994, Kip served as a Rep-
resentative for Washington State’s 37th Legis-
lative District. During his four terms in the 
Washington State Legislature, he enjoyed 
many legislative successes. He introduced his 
first Day of Remembrance resolution in 1997, 
which has since become an annual tradition in 
the Legislature. He served as the co–prime 
sponsor, along with Representative Mike 
Wensmen of House Bill 1572, which created 
the Washington Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation fund in 2000. Kip also secured passage 
of the Special Needs Adoption bill, which 
helped adoption of special–needs children. He 
was a strong advocate who helped to pass the 
Homeless Children’s Lawsuit legislation, which 
provided services for over 60,000 homeless 
families with children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that we 
recognize the life of Kip Tokuda—a true trail-
blazer. We ask our colleagues to join us in 
honoring a long career of selfless and inspired 
service to his community, the State of Wash-
ington, and our Nation. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2610) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Chair, I rise today in sup-
port of Amtrak passenger rail service, which 
carried 31.2 million riders in 2012 and pro-
vides a vital transportation alternative for com-
muters and travelers in our Nation’s busiest 
corridors. 

More people are taking Amtrak today than 
ever before, a sign that passenger rail is mak-
ing a comeback. Ridership has grown sub-
stantially during the last decade, with another 
3.5 percent gain last year. This year, Amtrak 
had the highest monthly ridership of its 43- 
year history with 2.9 million riders in March. 
Amtrak now covers 88 percent of its operating 
expenses with ticket sales and other revenue, 
with government funding needed mostly for 
capital projects. 

I represent the southwest side of Chicago 
and neighboring suburbs where passenger 
and commuter rail boost our economy. Chi-
cago’s Union Station is Amtrak’s fourth-busiest 
station. In Illinois, 56 Amtrak trains run each 
day carrying 5 million passengers. In addition, 
the Illinois Department of Transportation has 
partnered with Amtrak on three corridors be-
tween Chicago and downstate Illinois, and has 
teamed with Wisconsin to support service be-
tween Chicago and Milwaukee. Total ridership 
on these routes has increased 85 percent 
since the State doubled its investment in Am-
trak service in 2006. 

In the bustling Northeast Corridor from 
Washington, DC up to Boston, Amtrak carried 
a record 11.4 million passengers in fiscal year 
2012. That helps keep vehicles off our con-
gested highways and relieves some of the 
pressure at our busy airports. 

Investment in passenger rail also benefits 
our economy. In 2012, Amtrak spent more 
than $1.3 billion on domestically-manufactured 
goods and services in 48 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The vast majority of Am-
trak’s spending is right here in the U.S.; less 
than one percent of Amtrak’s procurement 
money is spent to purchase products from for-
eign countries. In Illinois, Amtrak employs 
nearly 1,500 residents. 

I am encouraged to see Amtrak ridership 
growing, and I think maintaining our only na-
tional intercity passenger rail network will be 
critical as fuel prices rise and Americans de-
mand more transportation options. I look for-
ward to finding smart ways to improve pas-
senger rail service for my constituents and 
others. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
Amtrak and opposing the proposed deep cuts 
to passenger rail funding in the current trans-
portation appropriations bill that was pulled 
from the floor Wednesday. 

f 

HONORING THE SMALL BUSINESS 
ADVOCACY COUNCIL FOR ITS 
COMMITMENT TO STRENGTH-
ENING OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Small Business Advocacy Council 
(SBAC) on the occasion of its 4th Annual Golf 
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Outing, hosted in Riverwoods, IL, in my dis-
trict. 

The SBAC is a strong and clear voice for 
small businesses in the Chicagoland area and 
an important advocate for the interests of 
those companies and the working families 
they employ. The SBAC has been speaking 
up for these businesses for almost four years. 

In 2010, with the country still mired in an 
economic downturn, the SBAC was estab-
lished as a way to buoy many of the smaller 
businesses that were struggling. By providing 
advocacy, support services and educational 
programs, the SBAC has become a critical re-
source for our small businesses. 

Our business community in the Tenth Dis-
trict is strong because it is just that: a commu-
nity. 

Working together and sharing strategies, 
being inspired by the innovation of fellow small 
businesses, companies in the Tenth District 
have fostered a community of mutual success 
and prosperity. It is this type of activity that the 
SBAC promotes and is so important to our 
economic success in the 21st Century. 

Through a tightly-knit network of member or-
ganizations, the SBAC builds partnerships and 
facilitates cooperation, making our community 
stronger. 

Mr. Speaker, advocacy organizations like 
SBAC are integral to driving the success of 
small businesses throughout our nation, which 
in turn will lift the rest of our economy. I thank 
the SBAC for its work, and I wish only great 
success for this year’s golf outing and SBAC’s 
future. 

f 

HONORING THE RE–DEDICATION 
OF THE E.B. GREEN MAUSOLEUM 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of the re-dedication of the E.B. Green 
Mausoleum on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. Designed by legendary architect Ed-
ward Brodhead Green, the mausoleum 
opened in 1913 in Oakwood Cemetery in Ni-
agara Falls, New York. 

E.B. Green, for whom the Mausoleum is 
named, is one of our Nation’s most prolific and 
admired architects. During his 72-year career, 
he designed over 360 structures, many of 
which are listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Over 160 of his Western New 
York works remain standing, including the 
Mausoleum which we honor today. 

The E.B. Green Mausoleum is an architec-
tural and historical wonder. Stately columns 
and gray Vermont marble produce its majestic 
exterior. Inside, the Mausoleum contains white 
Vermont marble and stained glass windows, 
one of which is a signed Tiffany. One of the 
only two Mausoleums designed by E.B. 
Green, its design evokes the reflective act of 
remembering our dead. 

The Mausoleum magnifies the already sig-
nificant historical legacy of Oakwood Ceme-
tery. Oakwood was established in 1852, when 
Lavinia Porter, daughter of Niagara Falls 
founder Augustus Porter, donated the land 

that would become the burial site. Theodore 
Dehone Judah, one of the central figures in 
the establishment of America’s Trans-
continental Railroad, designed the cemetery’s 
original landscape. Locally, General Parkhurst 
Whitney of Niagara Falls and his three daugh-
ters were laid to rest at Oakwood. Celinda, 
Angelina, and Asenath Whitney are the three 
sisters for which the Three Sisters Islands are 
named. In 1882, their nephew Drake Whitney 
engineered improvements to Oakwood Ceme-
tery. 

Oakwood Cemetery’s historical significance 
has been regionally recognized. The cemetery 
has received numerous awards, including the 
Preservation Buffalo Niagara Award in 2013, a 
$5000 grant from the Niagara Falls Preserva-
tion League in 2011, a City of Niagara Falls 
Preservation Citation and designation as a Ni-
agara Falls National Heritage Area. 

Many programs are in place to educate the 
public about the history of the Oakwood Cem-
etery. The cemetery offers community activi-
ties such as guided tours, events that are 
open to the public, and educational workshops 
for students. The volunteer group ‘‘Friends of 
Oakwood’’ dedicates their efforts to the up-
keep, preservation, restoration, and education 
of the cemetery. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the historical and 
architectural significance of the E.B. Green 
Mausoleum and Oakwood Cemetery. I thank 
all those who worked to put together this love-
ly event, and sincerely appreciate their work 
every day to promote the incredible history 
and legacy of Oakwood Cemetery. 

f 

ENERGY CONSUMERS RELIEF ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1582) to protect 
consumers by prohibiting the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
from promulgating as final certain energy- 
related rules that are estimated to cost more 
than $1 billion and will cause significant ad-
verse effects to the economy, with Ms. Ros- 
Lehtinen in the chair. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I rise today in opposition to H.R. 1582. 

This bill would prohibit the Environmental 
Protection Agency from finalizing any ‘‘energy- 
related rule’’ that is estimated to cost more 
than $1 billion if the Secretary of Energy de-
termines that the rule will cause ‘‘significant 
adverse effects to the economy.’’ The term 
‘‘significant adverse effects to the economy’’ is 
not defined. In addition, the term ‘‘energy-re-
lated rule’’ is broadly defined to include any 
rule that ‘‘regulates any aspect of the produc-
tion, supply, distribution, or use of energy or 
provides for such regulation by States or other 
governmental entities.’’ 

Many of the rules that this bill aims to stop 
are rules that would directly affect my con-
stituent companies—rules that I too have seri-
ous concerns about how they were developed. 

I could support a bill that would require the 
Department of Energy to have an official con-
sulting role similar to the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget in the drafting of EPA rules 
where appropriate. For example, I was very 
frustrated to hear that DOE’s concerns about 
grid reliability were not heeded by EPA during 
the Utility MACT rulemaking. 

I am shocked though that my colleagues are 
okay setting a precedent where one Depart-
ment has veto power over another Department 
or Agency’s actions. What’s next? Are we 
going to give the Department of Treasury veto 
power over the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission or give the Department of Defense 
veto power over the Department of Homeland 
Security just because we have concerns about 
their rulemaking processes? 

The Environmental Protection Agency is al-
ready required to conduct two Regulatory Im-
pact Analyses, once when the rule is pro-
posed and another when the rule is final, and 
then this analysis is reviewed by the OMB for 
accuracy. 

This Congress should be able to address 
the core concerns we have about how these 
rules are developed without completely gutting 
an agency’s statutory responsibilities and inde-
pendence. 

I encourage my colleagues to oppose this 
bill. This legislation is unprecedented and du-
plicative. 

f 

ENERGY CONSUMERS RELIEF ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JON RUNYAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1582) to protect 
consumers by prohibiting the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
from promulgating as final certain energy- 
related rules that are estimated to cost more 
than $1 billion and will cause significant ad-
verse effects to the economy, with Ms. Ros- 
Lehtinen in the chair. 

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
speak in opposition to the proposed cuts to 
Amtrak in the Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development (THUD) Appropriations 
Bill for Fiscal Year 2014. 

Amtrak is a vital need for constituents from 
my home state of New Jersey and to people 
all along the eastern seaboard. Each day, 
thousands of passengers take to the railways 
and ridership on Amtrak has continued to 
grow over the past several years. Now is not 
the time to cut their funding. 

These proposed cuts in THUD could cripple 
the railroad system, requiring cuts to mainte-
nance and equipment replacement, which 
could jeopardize the safety of the thousands 
of Amtrak riders each day. 

Once again, I would like to reiterate how 
heavily my constituents rely on Amtrak for 
their traveling needs and I urge my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to come together 
and oppose the cuts included in this legisla-
tion. 
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TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2610) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong op-
position to the devastating funding cuts to the 
Transportation and Housing initiatives in this 
appropriations bill, and particularly the cuts to 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment’s Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG). 

Established nearly forty years ago, the 
CDBG program provides State and local gov-
ernments across the country with the funding 
and flexibility to most effectively target re-
sources to local community development 
needs. 

The only Federal program of its kind, since 
1974, the CDBG program has invested $135 
billion in local communities. 

And, in addition to being a critical factor in 
national economic growth, this program has 
assisted States and local governments in 
achieving the kinds of infrastructure projects, 
job creation and poverty elimination that our 
communities so desperately need. 

In this Chamber, there is often talk of the 
need to make government more efficient, and 
reduce wasting taxpayer dollars. 

Well, I’m happy to report that this program 
does just that—it continues to be one of 
HUD’s most efficient programs—with grantees 
devoting on average 94 percent of CDBG 
funds directly to efforts that provide benefits to 
low-to moderate-income families. 

Within my district in Franklin County Ohio, 
CDBG funding has been used for housing re-
habilitation, micro-enterprise assistance, ADA 
compliance, and revitalization of downtown 
Columbus. These developments have made a 
real difference in my community. 

The City of Whitehall has removed and re-
placed about thirty-three-hundred feet of curb 
and gutter along Bernhard Road, enhancing 
water runoff management in the area—pre-
venting pooling water and possible disease or 
outbreak. 

Recent projects have provided 650 house-
holds with access to public transit—public 
transit that many families use to get to and 
from work and stores all of which improves the 
local economy as a whole. 

And CDBG funds have given 1400 families 
in Franklin County, Ohio access to clean, safe 
drinking water—a project that would have 
been nearly impossible otherwise because 
local revenues were just not available. 

I’m proud to say that Franklin County con-
tinues to leverage $5.30 for infrastructure de-
velopment for every dollar of CDBG funding it 
receives, but with the draconian cuts to CDBG 
contained in this bill, there’s simply no way 
that we can make up the difference. 

That’s why the National Low-Income Hous-
ing Coalition, the National Housing Trust, the 
Community Development Finance Authority, 
the National Association of Counties, the Na-
tional Association of Development Organiza-
tions, the YWCA, Rebuilding Together, the 
National Association of Housing and Redevel-
opment Officials, the American Planning Asso-
ciation, and the Council of State Community 
Development Agencies have all written in 
strong support of CDBG funding and the pro-
grams it sustains. 

And yet, here we are considering an appro-
priations bill that would literally cut the pro-
gram in half. 

The proposed funding level would be less 
than when CDBG was first authorized in 1974. 

This would tip many low- to moderate-in-
come Americans over the brink into poverty 
and would negatively impact our communities 
and our country. 

So I stand here today—with my col-
leagues—strongly opposed to the funding 
level cuts contained in this appropriations bill. 

The Chairman of the T-HUD Appropriations 
Subcommittee, Representative LATHAM, has 
said ‘‘cutting over $7 billion in programs was 
very challenging.’’ 

I say this to my Republican colleagues, if 
cutting these programs was hard—I can as-
sure you, the children, seniors, and families di-
rectly helped by CDBG programs will have a 
much more challenging time dealing with the 
effects of over $7 billion in cuts. 

I urge opposition to this bill. 
f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I have voted for many of the Iran 
sanctions bills that have to come before this 
body in the past, and I strongly believe that 
sanctions are a crucial tool in the extremely 
important effort to prevent Iran from devel-
oping nuclear weapons. But I am disappointed 
that the House took up and passed H.R. 850, 
the Nuclear Iran Prevention Act, this week. I 
believe that the timing and substance of this 
latest sanctions bill are ill-considered and 
would have the effect of pushing Iran in the 
opposite direction we seek. 

More than 100 Members of Congress from 
both parties wrote to President Obama just 
two weeks ago in support of efforts to ‘‘utilize 
all diplomatic tools to reinvigorate ongoing nu-
clear talks.’’ I signed that letter because I be-
lieve that, while we cannot know at this point 
whether President-elect Rouhani will in fact be 
willing to negotiate in good faith to end Iran’s 
pursuit of a nuclear weapon, we must do ev-
erything in our power to demonstrate to Iran 
that it will benefit from ending its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons. Bringing H.R. 850 for a vote 
this week, just before President-elect 
Rouhani’s inauguration, I believe, does the op-
posite, as it indicates an unwillingness to 
adapt to any adjusting circumstances that may 
occur. Moreover, it strengthens the hands of 
extremists in Iran who could use this vote to 
falsely claim that the American government is 

not interested in pursuing a diplomatic solu-
tion. 

Additionally, I am concerned that certain 
provisions in H.R. 850 would unwisely limit 
President Obama’s authority to negotiate as 
he sees fit. In particular, the bill would impose 
a total oil embargo, without providing an ap-
propriate exemption for President Obama to 
utilize if need be. This creates two problems. 
First, it diminishes President Obama’s ability 
to offer economic benefits to Iran in exchange 
for an Iranian halt to enrichment of uranium. 
Second, it makes it substantially more chal-
lenging for President Obama to maintain the 
strong international coalition that he has devel-
oped in support of sanctions. Without inter-
national support, our sanctions would be for 
naught, as Iran would be able to simply con-
tinue trading with other countries and would 
not face the economic harms intended by 
sanctions. 

I support a strong sanctions regime as part 
of an effort to achieve a diplomatic solution 
that prevents Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons. I also support some important provi-
sions of H.R. 850, such as those that provide 
for new sanctions against Iranian officials who 
are responsible for human rights abuses. Yet, 
overall, I am concerned that H.R. 850 will not 
strengthen the effort to utilize sanctions to 
achieve a diplomatic solution, but will instead 
be counterproductive to it. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN YODER 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to enter into 
the record my support for H.R. 850, the Nu-
clear Iran Prevention Act. Unfortunately, I was 
not present for the rollcall vote on this bill. 
Please let the record show that I am a co-
sponsor of this legislation and that had I been 
present I fully intended to vote: ‘‘yea.’’ 

The message should be heard loud and 
clear from America: Iran must abandon its nu-
clear ambition. H.R. 850 is the vital next step 
in toughening sanctions on this brazen nation. 
Iran is an existential threat to Israel, our 
strongest ally in the Middle East, and a threat 
to peace throughout the world. Our steadfast-
ness and resolve for peace and stability in the 
world will see this through. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing exchange of letters. 

JULY 30, 2013. 
Hon. DARRELL ISSA, 
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN ISSA: I am writing 

concerning H.R. 2711, the ‘‘Citizen Empower-
ment Act,’’ which your Committee ordered 
reported on July 24, 2013. 
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As you know, H.R. 2711 contains provisions 

within the Committee on the Judiciary’s 
Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of your hav-
ing consulted with the Committee and in 
order to expedite the House’s consideration 
of H.R. 2711, the Committee on the Judiciary 
will not assert is jurisdictional claim over 
this bill by seeking a sequential referral. 
However, this is conditional on our mutual 
understanding and agreement that doing so 
will in no way diminish or alter the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary with 
respect to the appointment of conferees or to 
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill or similar 
legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 
would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Committee 
Report and in the Congressional Record dur-
ing the floor consideration of this bill. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

JULY 30, 2013. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding the Committee on the Judi-
ciary’s jurisdictional interest in H.R. 2711, 
the ‘‘Citizen Empowerment Act,’’ and your 
willingness to forego consideration of H.R. 
2711 by your committee. 

I agree that the Committee on the Judici-
ary has a valid jurisdictional interest in cer-
tain provisions of H.R. 2711 and that the 
Committee’s jurisdiction will not be ad-
versely affected by your decision to forego 
consideration of H.R. 2711. As you have re-
quested, I will support your request for an 
appropriate appointment of outside con-
ferees from your Committee in the event of 
a House-Senate conference on this or similar 
legislation should such a conference be con-
vened. 

Finally, I will include a copy of your letter 
and this response in the Committee Report 
and in the Congressional Record during the 
floor consideration of this bill. Thank you 
again for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
DARRELL ISSA, 

Chairman. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in 
opposition to the Motion to Concur in the Sen-
ate Amendment to H.R. 1911—the Bipartisan 
Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013. 

This bill will peg student loan interest rates 
to the 10-year Treasury note allowing the rate 
to fluctuate with financial markets. 

Specifically, the bill would peg the perma-
nent student loan interest rate to the 10-year 
Treasury note plus 2.05% for undergraduate 
subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford loans; 
the 10-year Treasury note plus 3.6 % for sub-
sidized and unsubsidized Stafford loans; and 
the 10-year Treasury note plus 4.6% for Par-
ent Plus and Graduate Plus loans. 

One positive thing that this bill does do is 
that it caps student loan interest rates at 
8.25% for undergraduates, 9.5% for graduate 
students, and 10.5% for Parents Plus and 
Graduate Plus loans. 

I am disappointed with this bill because it 
fails to permanently keep student loan interest 
rates at their current fixed rate, and in doing 
so increases the cost to borrowers over the 
next 10 years by an estimated $715 million 
dollars. 

Despite the public outcry over student loan 
debt, now totaling over $1 trillion dollars, Con-
gress has chosen to make an estimated $715 
million dollar profit off of student loans. 

This is shameful! We should not be making 
a profit off the backs of students. Students are 
our future. An educated populous is what 
America needs to remain competitive in the 
21st century. Balancing the budget on the 
backs of students is wrong, unfair and shame-
ful! 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I regretfully 
rise to express my opposition to H.R. 850, the 
most recent legislative effort by this body to 
further increase sanctions on Iran. Although I 
believe the intentions of the authors of this 
legislation are good, I believe our shared goal 
of preventing Iran from achieving a nuclear 
weapon will actually be harmed by bringing 
this legislation forward at this critical moment. 

In three days, Iran will inaugurate a new 
president—Hasan Rowhani—who was elected 
after he ran on a platform of engaging with the 
United States and rejecting the extremist poli-
cies of his predecessor. Despite the fact that 
Mr. Rowhani was not the preferred candidate 
of Supreme Leader Khamenei, he was elected 
by an overwhelming majority of the Iranian 
people this past June. In short, the Iranian 
people rejected an extremist government and 
voted for the candidate who represented the 
best opportunity to break with the human 
rights violations and belligerent policies of the 
past. 

Yet, instead of taking this moment to re-en-
gage with Iran and pursue diplomacy—which 
is the only way to ultimately prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon—we are instead 
moving forward with new, crippling sanctions 
before we have the opportunity to see whether 
President-elect Rowhani’s campaign promises 
will lead to new, positive action. Even worse, 
this legislation sends a message to the Iranian 
people that their bravery and massive turnout 
this past June in the face of violent repression 
and intimidation from the government, was a 
futile and irrelevant action in the eyes of the 
United States. 

In addition to this legislation’s unfortunate 
timing, this bill also contains several troubling 
provisions which diverge significantly from pre-
vious Iran sanctions legislation. The bill con-
tains policy language that changes the red line 

for war with Iran from the clear position laid 
out by the Obama Administration to a nebu-
lous position that Iran should not be allowed to 
obtain a nuclear weapons ‘‘capability.’’ The 
term ‘‘capability’’ is not defined in the bill. 
When dealing with questions of war and 
peace, it is incumbent that Congress and the 
Administration speak with one voice and avoid 
putting forward policy positions are open to in-
terpretation and could pave the way for war. 

Additionally, the bill places significant re-
strictions on the President’s ability to waive 
sanctions in exchange for positive action by 
Iran on the nuclear issue. In doing so, the bill 
threatens to fracture the unprecedented inter-
national coalition working to prevent Iran from 
achieving a nuclear weapon. 

For all of these reasons, both procedural 
and substantive, I oppose the bill. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 850, the Nu-
clear Iran Prevention Act. 

This legislation will significantly strengthen 
the impact of existing sanctions on Iran in the 
hopes of convincing the regime’s leaders to 
stop their nuclear weapons program. 

The message to Iran must be crystal clear: 
stop your nuclear program or face intensifying 
international isolation and crippling economic 
pressure until your program stops. 

I stand with over 350 over my colleagues 
who have co-sponsored this legislation in 
strong opposition to Iran’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

Allowing Iran to achieve nuclear weapons 
capability would start a very dangerous nu-
clear arms race in a region that is already un-
stable—endangering our Nation’s security and 
the security of our friends and allies in the 
Middle East. 

Iran continues to increase its stockpiles of 
twenty-percent enriched uranium, approaching 
a level where they can very quickly breakout 
whenever they want. They are also installing 
advanced centrifuges that would allow them to 
substantially increase their uranium enrich-
ment at a rapid pace. 

This legislation will eliminate sources of for-
eign funding, reduce oil exports by an addi-
tional million barrels per day and apply harsh 
penalties to human rights violators. 

By passing this legislation and ensuring its 
enforcement, we can continue to enforce the 
strongest possible amount of financial pres-
sure against Iran. 

The window for a peaceful resolution is 
quickly closing. Through tightening sanctions, 
pursuing the diplomatic track, and keeping all 
options on the table, I believe we can per-
suade the Iranian regime to stop their quest 
for nuclear weapons before it is too late. 

As co-chair of the Democratic Israel Work-
ing Group, I urge my colleagues to stand for 
peace and a nuclear-free Middle East and 
vote in support of this important legislation. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:04 Aug 02, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A01AU8.006 E01AUPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

6S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1186 August 1, 2013 
ON THE RETIREMENT OF SHERIFF 

WARDIE PERNELL VINCENT, SR. 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate my good friend, constituent, and 
public servant, Sheriff Wardie Pernell Vincent, 
Sr. upon his retirement from service as Sheriff 
for Northampton County, North Carolina. 

Wardie Vincent was born on November 4, 
1947, to Eugene and Norene Vincent in the 
town of Henrico, North Carolina. He attended 
Northampton County public schools and grad-
uated in 1966 from historic Gumberry High 
School. On October 5, 1967, Wardie enlisted 
in the United States Army and courageously 
served the United States of America for two 
years. He was Honorably Discharged from 
military service and returned to his hometown 
where he and his wife Betty would rear three 
wonderful children. 

Wardie Vincent’s service in the United 
States Army introduced him to the important 
work of law enforcement and the value in 
maintaining safe communities. He applied the 
skills learned in the Army to excel in his desire 
to be a law enforcement officer and pursue 
training at Halifax Community College where 
he received a degree in Criminal Justice. 

Wardie Vincent’s first job out of college was 
as security guard with the Migrant and Sea-
sonal Farmworkers’ Association in the Town of 
Rich Square. He later became an undercover 
officer working with Bertie, Hertford, Warren 
and Martin Counties on a variety of critical as-
signments targeting drug use and gang activ-
ity. It would become clear that Wardie Vin-
cent’s unmatched skills and experience would 
lead him to seek the office of Sheriff for North-
ampton County. 

At age 51, Wardie Vincent was elected 
Sheriff of Northampton County. He would be 
reelected three more times to this high office, 
most recently in November 2010 when he ran 
unopposed. Sheriff Vincent has served a total 
of fourteen years as the High Sheriff of North-
ampton County and has overseen the expan-
sion of this office though the hiring of addi-
tional Deputy Sheriffs and a strategic crack-
down on illegal drugs through the county’s 
drug taskforce. He also modernized the Sher-
iffs office by securing grants and improved 
budgeting for updated technology and law en-
forcement tools. There is no doubt that the 
Northampton County has been made safer 
through the visionary leadership of Sheriff 
Wardie Vincent. 

Sheriff Vincent and his wife Betty look for-
ward to spending more time with their three 
children—Kimberly, Kenisha, and Wardie, Jr. 
and their five grandchildren—Saige, Kai, 
Omani, Myles, Caleb, and Kenadi. 

Mr. Speaker, the retirement of Sheriff 
Wardie Pernell Vincent, Sr. will leave a great 
void in Northampton County. But I know he 
will continue to play a vital role in his commu-
nity as a leader, advocate, and friend to his 
fellow citizens. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in offering our sincere appreciation for Sheriff 
Vincent’s forty years of public service and best 
wishes upon his retirement. 

TRIBUTE TO LILLIAN KAWASAKI 

HON. JUDY CHU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, this month, the Los 
Angeles Area lost a wonderful leader, the en-
vironmental community lost a true champion, 
and I lost a dear friend. Lillian Kawasaki had 
served the city of Los Angeles since the early 
1990s, and while she wore many hats 
throughout her years in public service, one 
thing remained constant among them all—she 
fought to make life better for those around her. 

An elected member of the WRD Board of 
Directors since 2006, Lillian was the first 
Asian-American ever appointed a department 
chief in Los Angeles. Lillian began heading the 
Los Angeles City Environmental Affairs De-
partment in 1990 under Mayor Tom Bradley, 
and she worked tirelessly to improve the air 
quality in Los Angeles, spearheading the Los 
Angeles City Clean Air Plan and the City 
CEQA Thresholds Guidelines and Environ-
mental Justice Program. In addition, Ms. 
Kawasaki served on the California State Uni-
versity LA Foundation Board for more than 5 
years. She had recently joined the California 
Small Business Development Center Network 
Advisory Board. 

Lillian was determined to clean up the city 
that she loved. Beginning as a researcher at 
UCLA, she worked on wastewater nutrient re-
cycling programs before moving over to the 
Port of Los Angeles’s Environmental Manage-
ment Division. As a scientist, Lillian under-
stood that the air we breathe and the water 
we drink affects our communities, our children, 
and our future, and her passion for a higher 
quality of life of Los Angelinos is what drove 
her to public service. She dedicated her life to 
cleaning up the Los Angeles Area, and her 
work will be felt for generations to come. 

The daughter of Japanese-Americans who 
were interned during World War II, Lillian was 
determined to commemorate this part of 
American history, and served as the co-chair 
of the Friends of Manzanar, a National Historic 
Site. Lillian was determined to give back to 
her community, and was a member of the 
Women’s Foundation Donor’s Circle, where 
she championed financial literacy for women 
and girls in her community. 

Lillian left us not long ago, but her impact 
lives on. The lives she touched are forever 
changed for the better, as are the commu-
nities she dedicated her life to improving. Her 
life’s work provides an inspiration for all of us. 
So, today, I bid farewell to a friend, a commu-
nity leader, and a true role model to so many. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF STRATFORD LANDING 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Stratford Landing Elementary School in 
Alexandria, which is proudly celebrating 50 
years of providing an excellent education to 
the students of Fairfax, Virginia. 

Built on land once owned by George Wash-
ington, Stratford Landing Elementary School 
officially opened its doors with Principal Elea-
nor N. Hollandsworth on September 3, 1963 
with an initial enrollment of 301 students in 
grades one through six. This student popu-
lation would more than double the next year. 

In response to a rapidly growing community 
and an influx of military families the following 
year, Stratford Landing underwent its first ren-
ovation in 1966, adding an additional hallway 
of classrooms. 

As schools across the Nation began to im-
plement kindergarten classes to comply with 
the Federal Head Start initiative, Stratford 
Landing opened its first half-day kindergarten 
program in 1968. 

During the 1970s, Stratford Landing initiated 
one of the first Gifted and Talented Centers in 
Fairfax County Public Schools, developed to 
offer a unique academic program to qualifying 
students in grades three through six from mul-
tiple local elementary schools. Stratford Land-
ing also expanded to include two preschool 
programs, which supported early intervention 
for young children identified with autism and 
developmental delays. 

Over the years, the school underwent other 
renovations to add a gym, music room, day 
care facility, playground, 10-classroom mod-
ular unit, and seven learning environment trail-
ers. It also created an English as a Second 
Language program to better meet the needs 
of students. 

In 2009, Stratford Landing developed and 
continues to refine a Discovery Garden, sup-
porting environmental and science studies. 
The school also began offering a full-day kin-
dergarten program with the last phase-in by 
Fairfax County Public Schools for the 2011— 
2012 school year. 

Stratford Landing continues to stay abreast 
of technological changes by adding Smart 
Board technology to all classrooms, increasing 
the number of mobile laptop carts, investing in 
hands-on voting systems, and using other 
technology tools to support the needs of 21st 
century learners. 

Stratford Landing Elementary School, the 
parent-teacher association, and the school 
community continue to work in partnership to 
benefit student success and achievement both 
in the classroom, on the school grounds, and 
through diverse after-school programs. And 
while the school mascot and student fashions 
have changed over the years, Stratford Land-
ing Elementary School has remained 
cotnmitted to providing an academically chal-
lenging and positive learning environment in 
which all students thrive. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to take this op-
portunity to commend Stratford Landing Ele-
mentary School as it marks 50 years of pro-
viding educational opportunities to the children 
of Fairfax County. 

f 

THE WATER FOR THE WORLD ACT 
OF 2013 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as Amer-
ica prepares for the holiday season, it is im-
portant to pause and reflect on what we can 
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do for others as well as ourselves. I hope that 
Congress will give a gift of life, health and 
hope by helping people around the world with 
something that most Americans take for grant-
ed—safe drinking water. 

Nearly 900 million of the world’s poorest do 
not have clean drinking water, and fully 2.6 bil-
lion lack access to improved sanitation. This 
shortfall poses a significant challenge for de-
velopment and security around the world, rein-
forcing a cycle of poverty and instability that 
represents both a humanitarian disaster and a 
national security threat. 

Water-related diseases are particularly bru-
tal in how they target children: 90 percent of 
all deaths caused by diarrheal diseases are 
children under 5 years of age, mostly in devel-
oping countries. In all, 1.8 million children 
under the age of 5 die every year, more than 
from AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria com-
bined. The economic impacts are dev-
astating—inadequate sanitation in India alone 
costs that country $53.8 billion, or 6.4 percent 
of its GDP every year. 

What’s more, dirty water directly affects 
every area of development. Children cannot 
attend school if they are sick from dirty water, 
and adults suffering from water-borne illnesses 
overwhelm hospitals and cannot go to work. 
Hours spent looking for and collecting clean 
water mean hours not spent adding to a fam-
ily’s economic well-being. In short, the best in-
tentioned efforts at development fail if the 
basic necessity of clean water is not met. 

In this period of good tidings, there is good 
news with water. The solution to this problem 
is cheap and relatively straightforward. We 
don’t have to spend millions searching for a 
cure. Sometimes something as simple as 
teaching the value of hand washing, or pro-
viding access to technology we already have 
is all it takes to save millions of lives and in-
crease economic development. What we lack 
is leadership and accountability. 

It is time for Congress to act again. The 
Water for the World Act of 2013 builds on cur-
rent U.S. efforts to provide those in need with 
greater access to clean water and sanitation. 
And in this period of tight budgets, it is impor-
tant that the Water for the World Act doesn’t 
ask for any increase in funding, but rather im-
proves the effectiveness, transparency and ac-
countability of international aid programs. 
Given the strains on Federal resources and 
the depth of need, it is essential that we are 
able to target our efforts more efficiently. 

The Water for the World Act also gives the 
State Department and U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development the tools needed to le-
verage the investments they are already mak-
ing by elevating the current positions within 
the State Department and USAID to coordi-
nate the diplomatic policy of the U.S. on global 
freshwater issues and to implement country- 
specific water strategies. 

There is nothing more fundamental to the 
human condition and global health than ac-
cess to clean water and sanitation. More 
needs to be done, and it needs to be done 
well. Taxpayers are rightly demanding better 
results and greater transparency from foreign 
aid. This bill provides the tools and incentives 
to do just that. 

MCT INDUSTRIES 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with the 
gentleman from New Mexico, Congressman 
BEN RAY LUJÁN, to honor a great New Mexi-
can business, MCT Industries, for its forty-year 
contribution to the manufacturing infrastructure 
of the American economy. On this day, we 
also honor Ted Martinez, the founder of MCT 
Industries, and the entire Martinez family for 
their substantial contributions and service to 
New Mexico and to the United States of Amer-
ica. 

To truly comprehend the success of MCT 
Industries, it is important to first understand 
the remarkable people behind the company. 
Born on September 18, 1947, Ted Martinez 
and his five brothers and sisters grew up in a 
home with no indoor plumbing. Just like his 
ancestors who homesteaded the Trujillo land 
on which he grew up, Ted began working on 
a ranch at 5 a.m. each morning. 

Ted learned of the importance of hard work 
from his parents, Manuel and Isabel. He 
watched his parents each work several jobs to 
support the family. Together, Manuel and Isa-
bel ran a general store, while Isabel also 
served as the postmaster of the only post of-
fice in the area. When Manuel was not work-
ing in the general store or on the ranch, he 
also drove a school bus. 

From a young age, Ted had big dreams. 
Knowing he wanted to do more than run the 
ranch, he decided to leave home and get 
trained in welding at the Job Corps in San An-
tonio, Texas. Although he completed the 12- 
month program in just six months, Ted could 
not find a job because of his youth. While 
looking for work, he lived in his car behind a 
gas station and ate only one meal a day. Fi-
nally, he came upon Eidson Metal in Albu-
querque and applied for a job. After a great 
deal of persuasion and negotiation, the fore-
man hired Ted. Just two months later, Ted be-
came the foreman of the water tank crew at 
Eidson Metal. 

In 1969, Ted married Anedina, a woman 
from nearby Garita, New Mexico, whom Ted 
had known since he was 12. Dina’s father, 
Benerito, served as the foreman of the New 
Mexico State Highway Department, and kept a 
ranch of his own, while his wife, Mary, worked 
as a nurse’s aide in Las Vegas, New Mexico. 
Although Ted and Dina did not have much, 
their future looked bright. Dina soon became 
pregnant with their first child. 

Even though Ted was working 60 hours a 
week at Eidson Metal and Dina had a job at 
the Department of Agriculture, times were 
tough. Wanting a better life for his family, Ted 
quit his job when Dina was eight months preg-
nant with their daughter, Claudine, to start his 
own business. With $200 and a welding ma-
chine, Ted and Dina set out on their own. 

As their workload steadily grew, they de-
cided to formally incorporate a business. On 
June 8, 1973, Ted and Dina founded Martinez 
Custom Trailers. Having saved up $42,000 
they were able to purchase five acres of land. 
It would be another two years before they 
saved up enough money to construct a build-
ing. Living at the shop in their mobile home, 

Ted and Dina were able to monitor business 
around the clock. It was during this time that 
they welcomed to their home their precious 
son Bennie. A year after Bennie was born, 
Dina quit her job at the Department of Agri-
culture to work full time at the family business. 

By 1980, Martinez Custom Trailers ran full- 
scale production lines of various commercial 
trailers, and employed 25 people. Ted soon 
decided to expand from building commercial 
trailers to building trailers for the federal gov-
ernment. Driven by his profound respect for 
the military, Ted bid for and won his first fed-
eral contract for the Army M353 general-pur-
pose trailer. 

Using his Army contracting experience, he 
bid jobs with Sandia and Los Alamos National 
Laboratories and successfully landed contracts 
in the nuclear transportation industry. Martinez 
Custom Trailers proudly contributed to the nu-
clear disarmament effort in the USSR by col-
laborating with Sandia on an inspection trailer 
for USSR nuclear warheads. 

In recognition of Martinez Custom Trailers’ 
success, in 1984, President Ronald Reagan 
recognized Ted as New Mexico’s Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year. 

Business was so successful that, in 1987, 
Martinez Custom Trailers evolved into a more 
expansive enterprise, MCT Industries, Inc. 
Ever eager to expand his federal client base, 
Ted won a major contract to produce a self- 
propelled diesel powered U.S. Air Force Main-
tenance Stand that was slated to be deployed 
worldwide to service the largest aircraft in the 
Air Force. With this contract, MCT was able to 
create even more New Mexican jobs, reaching 
a height of 240 dedicated employees. 

In 1992, 28 years after he had taken a risk 
by leaving the ranch to enter the Job Corps 
training program, Ted was inducted into the 
Job Corps Hall of Fame to celebrate his ex-
ceptional career. 

After the tragic attacks of September 11, 
2001, and the ensuing overseas military in-
volvements, MCT was quickly able to develop 
and build trailers to support these campaigns. 
To enable soldiers to rapidly extinguish a fire 
during convoy operations, the Army needed to 
field-test two different types of foam fire sup-
pression systems to verify they could perform 
in combat. In less than four months, MCT de-
signed, built, tested and deployed trailers to 
Iraq that accommodated both fire suppression 
systems. Program leaders informed MCT that 
in less than a week, these systems saved $1 
million in Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected, 
MRAP, vehicles and more importantly, pro-
tected the lives of soldiers. 

Ted and the Martinez family have always 
displayed a fierce commitment to the 
wellbeing of their employees. In 2003, MCT 
hosted President George W. Bush. Just before 
President Bush addressed 4,000 people and 
honored MCT as an exemplary small busi-
ness, the family joined him in a roundtable dis-
cussion on the vital impact small businesses 
have on the U.S. economy. When President 
Bush asked Ted about the secret of his suc-
cess, without missing a beat, Ted said ‘‘my 
employees.’’ 

The new millennium continued to bring 
blessings to the Martinez family with the birth 
of the third MCT generation when Diego Dylan 
Martinez was born on April 21, 2007. His 
brother Dyson Cruz Martinez quickly followed 
22 months later on February 13, 2009. 
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Today, Bennie and Claudine carry on their 

parents’ legacy, with Bennie leading the com-
mercial division of MCT Industries and 
Claudine leading the government division. 

MCT’s commercial division provides the 
same support as the government division to its 
diverse client base which ranges from a local 
neighbor coming in for truck and trailer 
customization, to deploying truck fleets of 
state, local, and tribal governments. In an ef-
fort to reduce its carbon footprint, in 2012, 
MCT installed over 500 solar panels on both 
the Commercial and Government plants. 

MCT’s successes have resulted in national 
recognition of its contribution to America’s 
manufacturing base. In March 2013, Claudine 
accepted her appointment by the Secretary of 
Commerce to serve as one of 25 members of 
the Department of Commerce Manufacturing 
Council. The Council advises the Secretary of 
Commerce on ensuring regular communication 
between the federal government and the man-
ufacturing sector, providing a forum for dis-
cussing and proposing solutions to industry-re-
lated problems, and ensuring that the United 
States remains the world’s preeminent des-
tination for investment in manufacturing. 

To ensure he can continue to provide for 
MCT’s team for years to come, Ted founded 
We The People, LLC, a real estate develop-
ment company co-owned by the Martinez 
Family and MCT team members who choose 
to join. Four years ago, the Martinez family 
announced that they would provide $250,000 
in capital to the employee shareholders of We 
The People, and continue making yearly con-
tributions to the company. 

In honor of the 40-year anniversary of MCT 
Industries, we congratulate the Martinez family 
and the MCT employees for their numerous 
and longstanding contributions to the state of 
New Mexico and the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MYKE REID 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Myke Reid and commemo-
rate his recent retirement from the American 
Postal Workers Union (APWU). Serving as 
Legislative Director of the APWU since 2004, 
Mr. Reid has been a tireless advocate for our 
Nation’s postal workers and the postal service. 
He has worked tirelessly benefitting countless 
numbers of my constituents and many others 
across the country. 

While Mr. Reid has spent many years in the 
halls of Congress, his life and career began 
much more humbly. After growing up in a 
blue-collar family and receiving a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Norfolk State University, he 
began his postal career in 1976 as a clerk in 
Norfolk, Virginia. He became involved in the 
union right away, working his way up from 
newsletter editor, steward, local business 
agent, state legislative director and state presi-
dent. 

In 1984, Mr. Reid came to Washington to 
work on a legislative campaign to protect So-
cial Security. He never left. The next year, he 
was appointed as a Special Assistant to then- 
President Moe Biller, working on legislative 

matters. In 1992, he was selected to fill the 
newly created position of Assistant Legislative 
Director, which he held until being promoted to 
Legislative Director in 2004. 

Mr. Reid’s career is replete with many legis-
lative accomplishments. He played a major 
role in the enactment of the Family and Med-
ical Leave Act; and reforms to the Hatch Act, 
the Federal Employees Retirement System 
Act, the Spouse Equity Act, the Postal Em-
ployees Safety Enhancement Act, and the 
Veterans Employment Opportunities Act. Post-
al workers have had no stronger advocate, 
and his successors have big shoes to fill. 

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, Mr. Reid has been active in the com-
munities of Northern Virginia and Washington, 
DC. He has served on the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission Advisory Board, the Virginia 
Community College Board, the Alexandria 
Human Rights Commission, and the Alexan-
dria Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
Board. He has also been active in advocacy; 
serving on the boards of the National Con-
sumers League and Planned Parenthood of 
Metropolitan Washington. Mr. Reid’s impact 
has been felt beyond our shores as well. He 
served as an international observer during the 
historic election of Nelson Mandela as Presi-
dent of the Republic of South Africa. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House join me 
in congratulating Mr. Myke Reid on this well- 
deserved retirement. I wish him good health 
and Godspeed. 

f 

THE SUPREME COURT ETHICS ACT 
OF 2013 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, the Code 
of Conduct for United States Judges is a set 
of ethical guidelines, created in the wake of ju-
dicial scandals, to protect public confidence in 
the judiciary. Yet shockingly, the Code of Con-
duct applies to all federal judges except those 
on the Supreme Court, our nation’s most im-
portant legal institution. 

In just the last four years, Supreme Court 
Justices have been engaged in ethically dubi-
ous conduct at least eight times—conduct that 
is explicitly forbidden among all other federal 
justices. Yet, because the Supreme Court 
does not adhere to the Code of Conduct for 
United States Judges, they have granted 
themselves immunity from the standards of 
behavior that apply to every other justice in 
the land. 

The guidelines contained in the Code exist 
to ensure that the public has faith that judicial 
decision-making is based on the facts and the 
law, not politics and outside interests. Their in-
tent is to uphold the integrity and independ-
ence of the judiciary by demonstrating that 
those meting out justice are scrupulous in 
staying free of even the appearance of outside 
influence or bias. Public confidence in the judi-
ciary suffers when our nation’s highest court 
appears not to be governed by the same clear 
ethics rules that apply to all other judges. 

The Supreme Court’s greatest assets are its 
integrity and the public trust, yet the Court 
continues to operate without a binding code of 
ethics. It is troubling that the highest court in 

the land does not follow the same standards 
as the other federal courts, and it is long past 
time to address this shortcoming. 

To that end, today I am introducing the Su-
preme Court Ethics Act of 2013, legislation to 
apply the Code of Conduct for United States 
Judges to justices of the Supreme Court. For-
mal adoption of the Code of Conduct by the 
Court would begin to restore the public’s faith 
in our judicial system and help ensure the in-
tegrity of our country’s highest court. Many of 
the Supreme Court justices were required to 
follow these basic rules when they were dis-
trict or court of appeals judges. Accordingly, 
adoption of an identical Code by the members 
of the Supreme Court should not unduly bur-
den members of that Court and certainly 
would not serve as any impediment to their 
complete and robust service on the Court. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation that will help protect the 
public’s confidence in the integrity of our na-
tion’s judiciary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CARL DOUGLAS 
WEEKS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Carl Douglas Weeks, who will re-
tire this month from his position as President 
of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Manatee Coun-
ty. 

For more than 42 years, Carl has dedicated 
himself to the Boys and Girls Club movement, 
holding several positions before being named 
Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Manatee County in 2000 and President in 
2011. 

Carl is living proof of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs’ slogan, ‘‘Great Futures Start Here.’’ He 
joined the Bradenton Boys Club at the age of 
eight and began working there before grad-
uating high school. 

During his career, Carl has tirelessly dedi-
cated himself to developing innovative and ef-
fective partnerships that have allowed the non- 
profit organization to serve more children, 
more often. Under his leadership, the Boys 
and Girls Club of Manatee County has be-
come the preeminent children’s service organi-
zation in the community, serving over 6,000 
youth in 2012. 

I had the honor of meeting Carl when I vis-
ited the Boys and Girls Clubs of Manatee 
County in 2006. He shared with me an adage 
that I have often repeated: children are just 25 
percent of our population but 100 percent of 
our future. 

His passion and the mission of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Manatee County is to en-
able all young people, especially those who 
are most in need, to become productive, car-
ing, responsible citizens. 

He has also given time, energy and talents 
to other community service organizations, in-
cluding the United Way of Manatee County, 
South County Community Redevelopment, the 
Bradenton Kiwanis Club, and the American 
Red Cross. 

I appreciate this opportunity to recognize 
Carl for all he has done to help young people 
reach their full potential and his involvement in 
community service. 
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RECOGNIZING SIMPSON AND THE 

25TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE ST. PAUL WATERWAY RES-
TORATION PROJECT 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 25th anniversary of the 
St. Paul Waterway Project and the leading 
role that Simpson, a Pacific Northwest forest 
products company in operation since 1890, 
played in this effort. 

In 1985, the Simpson company purchased a 
paper mill in Tacoma, Washington along the 
St. Paul Waterway and developed a plan to 
revive and clean up the area. At the time, 
there were 17 acres of underwater sediment 
to be cleaned up and seven acres of marine 
habitat in need of restoration. 

Located at the Commencement Bay Super-
fund site, Simpson’s plan became the St. Paul 
Waterway Restoration Project. Simpson col-
laborated with the Audubon Society, the Puy-
allup Tribe, the City of Tacoma, the Sierra 
Club, and the Washington Environmental 
Council (WEC) Region 10, among others, in 
the successful restoration of this critical coast-
al habitat. 

The Commencement Bay Superfund project 
was the first of its kind in the U.S. and has 
since become a model for industrial and envi-
ronmental partnership. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize the 25th anniversary of the St. Paul 
Waterway Restoration Project. Since its com-
pletion, we have seen significant improvement 
in the habitat and in the St. Paul Waterway 
and Commencement Bay. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013, I missed two roll-
call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on No. 426 and No. 427. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on July 31, 
2013, I inadvertently cast a ‘‘nay’’ vote on 
agreeing to the Senate Amendment to H.R. 
1911. I intended to vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

On July 31, 2013, I was not present to vote 
on passage of H.R. 850. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I was unavoidably absent during the week 
of July 22, 2013. If I were present, I would 
have voted on the following: 

Rollcall No. 375: H.R. 1542—WMD Intel-
ligence and Information Sharing Act of 2013 
(Rep. Meehan—Homeland Security), ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 376: H. Con. Res. 44—Author-
izing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the 
District of Columbia Special Olympics Law En-
forcement Torch Run, ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 377: Motion on Ordering the 
Previous Question on the Rule providing for 
consideration of both H.R. 2397 and H.R. 
2610, ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 378: H. Res. 312—Rule pro-
viding for consideration of both H.R. 2397 and 
H.R. 2610, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 379: Gabbard of Hawaii Amend-
ment No. 3, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 380: Blumenauer of Oregon 
Amendment No. 10, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 381: Polis of Colorado Amend-
ment No. 14, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 382: Blumenauer of Oregon 
Amendment No. 15, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 383: Nugent of Florida Amend-
ment No. 17, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 384: Nadler of New York 
Amendment No. 20, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 385: Moran of Virginia Amend-
ment No. 23, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 386: Poe of Texas Amendment 
No. 25, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 387: Walberg of Michigan 
Amendment No. 27, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 388: Cicilline of Rhode Island 
Amendment No. 28, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 389: Cohen of Tennessee 
Amendment No. 29, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 390: Coffman of Colorado 
Amendment No. 30, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 391: Garamendi of California 
Amendment No. 33, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 392: Fleming of Louisiana 
Amendment No. 35, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 393: Rigell of Virginia Amend-
ment No. 36, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 394: Flores of Texas Amend-
ment No. 41, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 395: DeLauro of Connecticut 
Amendment No. 44,‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 396: Lee of California Amend-
ment No. 45, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 397: Quigley of Illinois Amend-
ment No. 46, ‘‘no’’ (check past). 

Rollcall No. 398: Denham of California 
Amendment No. 47, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 399: Motion on Ordering the 
Previous Question of H.R. 2218 and H.R. 
1582, ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 400: H. Res. 315, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 401: Jones of North Carolina 

Amendment No. 48, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 402: LaMalfa of California 

Amendment No. 51, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 403: Mulvaney of South Caro-

lina Amendment No. 55, ‘‘aye.’’ 
Rollcall No. 404: Stockman of Texas 

Amendment No. 60, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 405: Walorski of Indiana 

Amendment No. 62, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 406: Bonamici of Oregon 
Amendment No. 65, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 407: Kilmer of Washington 
Amendment No. 67, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 408: Nadler of New York 
Amendment No. 69, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 409: Nadler of New York 
Amendment No. 70, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 410: Schiff of California Amend-
ment No. 73, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 411: Pompeo of Kansas 
Amendment No. 99, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 412: Amash of Michigan 
Amendment No. 100, ‘‘no.’’ 

Rollcall No. 413: Democratic Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 2397, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 414: Final Passage of H.R. 
2397—Department of Defense Appropriations 
Act, 2014, ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 415: Waxman of California Part 
A Amendment No. 2, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 416: Tonko of New York Part A 
Amendment No. 3, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 417: Motion to Recommit with 
Instructions H.R. 2218, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall No. 418: Final Passage of H.R. 
2218—Coal Residuals Reuse and Manage-
ment Act of 2013, ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING OTTO PORTER, JR. 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a Morley, Missouri native—first 
round Washington Wizards NBA draft pick 
Otto Porter Jr. Mr. Porter is not only known for 
his outstanding athletic abilities as a versatile 
small forward, but also for his achievements 
off the court. Otto’s parents, both of whom 
won state championships at Scott County 
Central High School, instilled commendable 
values in their son. In particular, the impor-
tance of education and holding onto his small- 
town roots has motivated Otto’s strong work 
ethic and his ability to succeed on and off the 
court. Instead of focusing his time on the na-
tional AAU circuit in high school, Otto Porter 
worked a summer job, advanced his individual 
game with the help of his father and partici-
pated in select events with his high school 
team. As a Scott County Central high school 
senior, Mr. Porter led the Braves to a 29–2 
record, averaging 30 points and 14 rebounds 
a game. 

After graduating, Mr. Porter signed a letter 
of intent with the Georgetown Hoyas. Although 
he dazzled fans off the bench as a freshman, 
it wasn’t until his exceptional sophomore sea-
son that his name was pushed towards the 
top of the NBA lottery. After averaging 16.2 
points, 7.5 rebounds per game his sophomore 
season and shooting 42.2 percent from the 
three-point range, Otto was unanimously voted 
Big East Player of the Year by league coach-
es. Otto’s excellent basketball IQ, high motor 
skills and improved shooting range make him 
a strong asset to the Washington Wizards for 
the upcoming NBA season and years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-

MENTS OF DEAN MATHISEN 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dean Mathisen for 10 years of serv-
ice to Nebraska’s Second District. Dean is a 
tireless and devoted public servant to the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Nebraska and 
specifically to the veterans in the metro area. 

Dean Mathisen serves as a Senior Con-
stituent Liaison in my Omaha Congressional 
Office and handles military and veteran’s af-
fairs. As a former US Army officer and combat 
veteran of the Cold and First Gulf Wars, his 
personal experiences aid him in understanding 
and helping those now serving and returning 
from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Dean is equally committed to assisting the 
other ‘‘Band of Brothers’’ from our Nation’s 
other wars. Over these past 10 years, his ef-
forts found solutions and answers to complex 
requests for help with ‘‘government bureauc-
racy’’ by service members, veterans and fam-
ily members. His counsel has been instru-
mental in helping me identify the need for and 
communicate with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs about bringing a National Veterans 
Cemetery to the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Nebraska. Thanks to Dean’s efforts, 
this project is now a reality and will soon 
break ground providing a final resting place for 
the 112,000 underserved veterans in the 
Omaha area that is worthy of the sacrifices 
they made. 

Dean and I first met as members of the 
Omaha Young Republicans. He also served 
on the Douglas County Republican Central 
Committee as a tireless advocate for the Re-
publican Party’s message of lower taxes and 
a strong national defense. In his free time, he 
has stayed engaged within the veterans’ com-
munity by being an active member of the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He also assists the metro area Boy 
Scouts with review of rank advancements and 
other scouting activities. 

I offer Dean my sincere appreciation for his 
dedication and years of service to both our 
country and to Nebraska’s Second Congres-
sional District. I am extremely proud of his ac-
complishments and am thankful for his years 
of counsel. Omaha’s veterans are better off 
because of Dean’s service. 

f 

PHILIPPINES GENEROSITY TO 
JEWISH REFUGEES 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to a remarkable story, previously 
lost to history. Namely, how the Philippines 
generously opened its doors to Jewish refu-
gees fleeing Nazi persecution, when all other 
nations barred their entry. 

I would like to posthumously commend 
Manuel Quezon, President of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines (1935–1944) for his 
resolve to lobby for immigration rights for Jew-

ish refugees even at great political risk. He 
saved the lives of 1,305 Jews by allowing 
them entry into the Philippines and would 
have saved thousands more had the US State 
Department had allowed its commonwealth to 
do so. 

An extraordinary tale, President Quezon col-
laborated with his high-profile associates, US 
High Commissioner Paul McNutt, Colonel (and 
future president) Dwight D. Eisenhower, and 
the Frieders, four Jewish businessmen from 
Ohio who had a cigar business in Manila, to 
overcome the huge bureaucratic and logistical 
challenges of saving people from the Holo-
caust. 

I would like also to recognize the US Phil-
ippines Society for giving this story a resur-
gent voice and hosting a round table on June 
10, 2013 titled ‘‘Holocaust Haven in the Phil-
ippines’’ which focused on an upcoming film 
documenting this story, An Open Door. The 
US Philippines Society, which recently opened 
its offices in Washington, D.C. on May 1, 
2012, is a non-profit, non-partisan, and inde-
pendent organization whose mission it is to 
build on the rich and longstanding historical 
ties between the United States of America and 
the Philippines. 

An Open Door was produced and directed 
by award-winning filmmaker Noel M. Izon. 
This is the third film in his World War II trilogy 
Forgotten Stories. The film was co-produced 
by author and professor at St. John Fisher 
College, Sharon Delmendo. 

The Filipino people extended a warm wel-
come to those who undoubtedly would have 
faced horrible atrocity if stranded in Europe. I 
hope that this story of human generosity and 
duty to help those in peril may find an audi-
ence among the U.S. public so we can appre-
ciate the ingenuity and heroic risks taken by 
Manuel Quezon to protect victims of the Holo-
caust. 

f 

HONORING RICK SHIOMI’S 20 
YEARS AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
OF MU PERFORMING ARTS 

HON. BETTY MCCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the inspiring career of Mr. Rick 
Shiomi, a leader for Asian-American actors 
and artists, as he retires as Artistic Director 
from Mu Performing Arts in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota. 

Rick Shiomi co-founded Mu Performing Arts 
in 1992 and served as Artistic Director for the 
next 20 years. Finding that Asian-American 
theater did not exist in the Twin Cities at the 
time, Rick worked to bring community voices 
to the stage. He helped form Mu Daiko, a 
taiko drumming ensemble, which later became 
Mu Performing Arts to reflect the broad artistic 
base of theater, taiko and artistic develop-
ment. Today, because of Rick’s extraordinary 
leadership and energy, Mu is increasing the 
size of Asian-American audiences and the 
number of Asian-American performers who 
flourish in the Twin Cities. 

Thanks to Rick’s vision, Mu Performing Arts 
has become one of the largest pan Asian- 
American performing arts companies in the 
United States. He has been recognized nu-

merous times for his outstanding work. His 
many awards include a 2012 Ivey Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in Twin Cities theater 
and a 2007 Sally Award for Vision from the 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts. Mu is 
also a leader in the local and national devel-
opment of Asian-American theater and taiko. 
Rick and Mu Performing Arts have helped de-
velop and support the work of local and na-
tional playwrights, actors, directors, and musi-
cians by premiering many new works, fos-
tering a new generation of Asian-American art-
ists. Through educational, community and cor-
porate outreach programs the company has 
provided access to Asian-American culture 
and arts to communities who otherwise may 
not have the opportunity to experience it. 

Rick’s influence has brought Asian-Amer-
ican actors into nontraditional roles in other 
theaters and helped elevate the recognition of 
the Asian-American community. Mu Per-
forming Arts is a Minnesota treasure and the 
legacy of Rick will live on in Mu Performing 
Arts’ work bringing Asian-American voices to 
the stage in the Twin Cities. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Mr. Rick Shiomi, a 
visionary for Asian-American performing art 
and artists, I am pleased to submit this state-
ment to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in rec-
ognition of his retirement as Artistic Director 
from Mu Performing Arts. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF AMBASSADOR ALLAN 
KATZ 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleagues, Representatives 
DAVID VALADAO, JIM COSTA, and DAVID 
CICILLINE, to commemorate the retirement of 
U.S. Ambassador to Portugal Allan Katz. 

A lawyer by training, Ambassador Katz 
worked on the staffs of Congressmen Bill 
Gunter and David Obey before serving as 
General Counsel of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Commission on Administrative 
Review. He then moved to Florida, where he 
served as Assistant Insurance Commissioner 
and General Counsel for the State of Florida 
Insurance Department. Afterward he went into 
private practice. 

In March 2010, Allan Katz was confirmed by 
the U.S. Senate as U.S. Ambassador to Por-
tugal. A capable and gifted representative of 
our Nation, Ambassador Katz served with dis-
tinction, upholding the United States’ long 
friendship with the Portuguese people. We 
recognize and commend his fine service on 
the occasion of his retirement. 

f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER’S 
FAILURE TO PROTECT AMER-
ICA’S CHILDREN 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to sub-
mit a letter I sent earlier this week to Attorney 
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General Eric Holder once again urging that the 
Department of Justice prioritize the issue of 
human trafficking and specifically go after Web 
sites like Backpage.com which serve as a 
conduit for the buying and selling of human 
beings. 

In multiple letters to the Department over 
the last year I’ve implored the Attorney Gen-
eral to tell Congress if federal law enforcement 
does not have the necessary tools to take 
legal action against such web sites—sites 
which time and again feature prominently in 
horrific stories of abuse and exploitation of the 
most vulnerable among us. 

These requests have gone unanswered. 
The exploitation persists. Attorney General 
Holder is failing. 
Hon. ERIC H. HOLDER, JR., 
Attorney General, Department of Justice, 
Washington DC. 

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER: Many 
Americans were undoubtedly heartened to 
learn yesterday that authorities rescued 105 
children from 76 different cities across this 
nation who had been forced into prostitu-
tion, and arrested 150 pimps who were inti-
mately involved in the exploitation of these 
minors—children ranging in age from 13 to 
17. But I suspect that just as many Ameri-
cans were shocked to learn of the scope and 
reach of human trafficking in our own back 
yard. For under the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act any minor used in a commercial 
sex act is a victim of human trafficking. 

I applaud the impressive work of the FBI; 
its local, state, and federal law enforcement 
partners, including the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department and the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office, and the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC). As 
you know, I have long supported efforts lo-
cally and in the annual Commerce-Justice- 
Science 

(CJS) appropriations bill to elevate this 
issue as a law enforcement priority. In fact 
in the CJS bill which recently passed the 
House Appropriations Committee included 
language instructing U.S. Attorneys to 
maintain their human trafficking task 
forces and undertake proactive investiga-
tions of persons or entities facilitating traf-
ficking in persons through the use of classi-
fied advertising on the Internet. The bill also 
directs the U.S. Attorney General to submit 
a comprehensive report on all DOJ anti-traf-
ficking activities, including legislative pro-
posals that may advance any efforts, no later 
than 60 days after the bill is signed into law. 

While the details of this campaign, Oper-
ation Cross Country, are still emerging, not 
unsurprising, Backpage.com featured promi-
nently in the announcement of the crack-
down. In fact, a CNN story this morning 
cited the assistant director of the FBI’s 
criminal investigative division, as saying, 
‘‘This seventh iteration of Operation Cross 
Country also was the most successful, with a 
30% to 40% increase in ‘identifying both vic-
tims and pimps’ compared with previous op-
erations.’’ The story continued, ‘‘He credited 
the success in part to an expansion of the 
probe to websites such as 
www.backpage.com, which he called a forum 
’where pimps and exploiters gather.’ 

An NBC news story following the raid re-
ported, ‘‘Search for ‘Backpage.com’ on the 
FBI’s main website and up pops eight whole 
pages of press releases and public announce-
ments naming the classified advertising site 
as a tool for sex criminals, particularly those 
selling children, sex and prostitution.’’ Case 
after case shows that as long as web sites 
like Backpage.com operate with impunity, 
impervious to public shame, law enforce-
ment will simply be playing catch up. 

In that vein, just last week, an over-
whelming majority of state and territorial 
attorneys general sent a letter to the chair 
and ranking members of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and House Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. The letter indicated 
that ‘‘Federal enforcement alone has proven 
insufficient to stem the growth of internet- 
facilitated child sex trafficking,’’ and plead-
ed that, ‘‘Those on the front lines of the bat-
tle against the sexual exploitation of chil-
dren—state and local law enforcement—must 
be granted the authority to investigate and 
prosecute those who facilitate these horrible 
crimes.’’ 

I couldn’t agree more, which is why in 
April 2012, well over a year ago, I wrote you 
a letter making clear that classified Internet 
advertising was the latest front in the battle 
against sexual exploitation and trafficking 
of minors. Specifically I wrote, ‘‘...if DOJ is 
of the mind that there are insufficient laws 
on the books to prosecute this activity, I re-
spectfully request a broader legal analysis 
and recommendations to Congress of legisla-
tive initiatives that may be undertaken to 
fully equip law enforcement to tackle this 
problem.’’ This was the first of several let-
ters I’ve written on the topic. 

On June 8 2012, I wrote, ‘‘...I continue to 
believe that unless there is the very real 
prospect of criminal liability that 
Backpage.com will fail to change...I recog-
nize that these are complex legal questions 
but surely we can agree that this is not a 
complex issue. Children ought not to be 
bought and sold online. Those who facilitate 
and enable this practice should have to face 
consequences. I welcome the best legal anal-
ysis the Department can provide in how to 
ensure that this happens.’’ 

And again, on March 27, 2013 I wrote you, 
this time including a series of recommenda-
tions provided by NCMEC that 
Backpage.com and similar Web sites used for 
trafficking could voluntarily adopt to reduce 
the sexual exploitation of children online. I 
urged you, as the nation’s chief law enforce-
ment officer, to press Backpage.com to im-
mediately adopt these practices and said 
that if they fail to do so you should ‘‘...take 
legal action against Backpage.com.’’ 

These last two letters have gone unan-
swered. The legal analysis has never been 
provided and the exploitation of innocents 
continues. 

Human trafficking has rightly been 
deemed the slavery issue of our time. It isn’t 
simply an international tragedy, it’s a na-
tional and local outrage. For years, the back 
of my office door featured a giant picture of 
William Wilberforce—the remarkable aboli-
tionist, and man of faith, who labored tire-
lessly for decades to ban the slave trade in 
the British Empire. Wilberforce was part of a 
broader transatlantic abolition movement 
dating back to the 1700s. He served as an in-
spiration for the abolitionist cause on our 
own shores, laying the foundation for the 
likes of Frederick Douglas, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and even Abraham Lincoln, who 150 
years ago this year issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

Wilberforce, famously said, ‘‘Having heard 
all this, you may choose to look the other 
way, but you can never again say that you 
do not know.’’ We know that our nation’s 
children are at risk of horrific exploitation 
that almost defies imagination. We know 
how pimps and johns use specific Web sites 
to profit from and prey on their vulner-
ability. Will you continue to look the other 
way? 

Best wishes. 

Think of all the women and children that 
could be helped. You could make a difference 
if you act. 

IN RECOGNITION OF BAYAUD 
ENTERPRISES 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Bayaud Enterprises, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to instilling hope, oppor-
tunity, and choice into Colorado’s disabled 
community by providing unparalleled job train-
ing and placement services. 

Founded in 1969, Bayaud Enterprises has 
been an invaluable resource to the commu-
nity. This year alone, they have placed over 
600 Colorado citizens into competitive posi-
tions. Bayaud uses an integrated approach to 
help find suitable employment for individuals 
with disabilities who have struggled to find 
work on their own. They conduct a com-
prehensive vocational evaluation to assess an 
individual’s knowledge, skills, and abilities, and 
then, if needed, provide additional workplace 
training. 

Bayaud continues their commitment to our 
citizens in need by providing job placement 
and coaching to our community’s disabled 
population. I applaud Bayaud’s commitment to 
working with Colorado’s business community 
and our government agencies to locate suit-
able employment for those that previously 
were unable to do this on their own. 

Bayaud’s services lessen the impact on Col-
orado community’s social systems and provide 
positive economic results. Most importantly, 
employment leads to a sense of accomplish-
ment and the satisfaction that one is contrib-
uting to their community. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that individuals with 
disabilities and the economy alike have bene-
fited greatly from the excellent work Bayaud 
Enterprises has done over the last 44 years. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BERWYN SOUTH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 100 FOR ITS 
EXCELLENCE IN PROMOTING 
HEALTHY SCHOOL ENVIRON-
MENT 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize and personally 
congratulate Stan Fields, District 100 Super-
intendent, Jim Swicionis, School Board Presi-
dent, as well as the administrators, teachers 
and students of Berwyn South School District 
100 for their amazing commitment to and suc-
cess in implementing healthy school environ-
ments for their students through the promotion 
of nutrition and physical activity. 

I applaud Berwyn South School District 100 
for taking bold and robust steps to change the 
way students approach exercise and nutrition. 
A clear testament to its extraordinary work is 
the fact that each of its eight schools in Dis-
trict 100—six elementary schools and two mid-
dle schools—received awards from the 
Healthier U.S. School Challenge operated by 
the United States Department of Agriculture. 
The Healthier U.S. School Challenge is a vol-
untary certification initiative by the federal gov-
ernment that recognizes schools that provide 
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innovative healthy nutrition options and phys-
ical activity opportunities for their students. In 
2010, First Lady Michelle Obama incorporated 
the Healthier U.S. School Challenge awards 
into her Let’s Move campaign, awarding mon-
etary prizes for four levels of performance: 
Bronze; Silver; Gold; and Gold Award of Dis-
tinction, the highest level. Berwyn South 
School District 100 won six Gold Awards of 
Distinction and two Silver Awards. Impres-
sively, only 12 Gold Awards of Distinction 
were awarded in the state of Illinois, and Ber-
wyn South School District 100 won half of 
them. These well-deserved honors reflect the 
tremendous dedication of the administrators, 
teachers, and staff of these schools and of the 
District and its School Board to improving and 
sustaining the health and nutrition of the stu-
dents and the community. 

To receive awards from the Healthier U.S. 
Schools Challenge, schools must demonstrate 
improvements to the nutrition and physical ac-
tivity of their students across multiple domains, 
including breakfast foods, lunch foods, nutri-
tion education, physical education, and phys-
ical activity. I wish to highlight some of the 
changes that schools in Berwyn South 100 
adopted to improve the health of their stu-
dents. Perhaps the greatest achievements are 
the dramatic improvements to the nutritional 
quality of the school breakfast and lunch 
menus. Beginning in November 2010, the Dis-
trict 100 Superintendent, School Board, ad-
ministrators, principals, and food vendor— 
Aramark—partnered to ensure that each meal 
served exceeds the nutrition guidelines for 
sugar and fat content set by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. To complete this task, 
school stakeholders met with contracted meal 
providers to eliminate high sugar options and 
replace them with whole grains, fresh fruit, 
and vegetables. In addition, the District insti-
tuted a ‘‘Breakfast in the Classroom’’ program 
as a part of a district-wide policy in elementary 
classrooms during school hours, reducing 
school tardiness while increasing student 
focus. Schools further improved the nutrition of 
foods during holiday celebrations. For exam-
ple, classes are encouraged to forgo candy 
during Halloween celebrations and focus on 
physical activities that celebrate the holiday 
and fellowship among classmates. Some 
schools also created various Parent Univer-
sities during the evenings that provide family- 
based experiences, such as Zumba and yoga, 
designed to educate and motivate the commu-
nity to engage in physical activity. Beyond 
simply implementing these changes, the Dis-
trict 100 Initiative partners monitored the 
changes to evaluate the success and imple-
mentation of the initiative. 

I am deeply impressed by the committed 
partnership among an array of school stake-
holders in the Berwyn South District 100 that 
resulted in such positive systemic change in 
the nutrition and physical activity of the 
schools. I commend the following schools and 
their principals for receiving the Healthier U.S. 
School Challenge Gold Award of Distinction: 
Freedom Middle School, Principal James 
Calabrese; Heritage Middle School, Principal 
Laura LaSalle; Hiawatha Elementary School, 
Principal Marilyn McManus; Komensky Ele-
mentary School, Principal Jeremy Majeski; 
Pershing Elementary School, Principal Marilyn 
McManus; and Piper Elementary School, Prin-

cipal John Fontanetta. I also praise the fol-
lowing schools for receiving the Healthier U.S. 
School Challenge Silver Award: Emerson Ele-
mentary School, Principal Beatriz Lopez; and 
Irving Elementary School, Principal Mary 
Havis. I laud Superintendent Fields and 
School Board President Swicionis for encour-
aging and supporting these schools in their ef-
forts to improve the physical well-being of their 
students. 

In closing, I recognize Berwyn South School 
District 100 for its excellence in promoting nu-
trition and physical activity, and I praise its Su-
perintendent, School Board President, School 
Board, administrators, teachers, staff, and par-
ents for their commitment to improving the 
health of our students and communities. 

f 

THANKING MR. ALESSANDRO 
‘‘ALEX’’ CUSATI FOR HIS SERV-
ICE TO THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
on behalf of the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, today I pay tribute to Alessandro 
‘‘Alex’’ Cusati, the Chief Engineer at the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Alex was born in 
Eboli, Italy and first came to the United States 
as a young man in the Italian Air Force. After 
his exchange program, he worked for a CBS 
affiliate in Alabama where he met his wife 
Tallulah. Alex and Tallulah have two children, 
Jerry and Genoveffa, and a grandson, Ste-
phen Benny. 

Alex has been a dedicated House employee 
for 36 years and has had an impact not only 
on the employees working on the Hill, but also 
on the public at large. Starting as an Engineer 
in the House Recording Studio, he rose to the 
position of Chief Engineer in 1995. He was in-
strumental in running the House’s first TV 
broadcasts in 1979 and bore the daunting task 
of maintaining and upgrading the data, audio, 
and video capabilities of all offices within the 
U.S. House of Representatives. Alex has been 
responsible for coordinating and overseeing 
the transition from analog to digital data usage 
and the implementation of High Definition TV. 

Alex was also responsible for the Recording 
Studio Media Center, which allows remote 
broadcasts from committee hearings. Addition-
ally, he oversaw the design and opening of 
the House Floor Broadcasting Control Room 
in the Capitol Visitor Center. His personnel 
file, teeming with letters of gratitude for his ef-
forts from Committee Chairmen, House Offi-
cers, and staff from foreign dignitaries, is a 
prime indication of his commitment to the 
House and his tireless worth ethic. He is com-
mended by his colleagues for his institutional 
knowledge, positive attitude, and uncanny abil-
ity to resolve any unpredictable issue. 

Alex Cusati will be missed throughout this 
institution. He is a shining example of the 
committed men and women who quietly and 
without fanfare, serve the American people in 
unique and invaluable ways. Their commit-
ment and unwavering work ethic make it pos-
sible for us to conduct the vital work of this 

nation. Please join me in commending his out-
standing service and wishing him continued 
success as he takes on new challenges in his 
retired life. 

f 

HONORING ERNEST ‘‘JUGGIE’’ 
HEEN, JR. 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Ernest ‘‘Juggie’’ Heen, Jr., an iconic son of 
Hawai‘i. ‘‘Uncle Juggie,’’ as he was known by 
everyone who loved him, often shared his gift 
for story-telling, his sense of humor, keen in-
tellect, and love of Native Hawaiian customs 
and traditions. He was an accomplished musi-
cian who performed Hawaiian songs that are 
rarely heard today. 

Born on August 31, 1930, to one of 
Hawai‘i’s most prominent political families, 
Uncle Juggie was the seventh of nine children. 
Uncle Juggie learned of Hawai‘i’s unique 
multi-cultural traditions and political dynamics 
at a young age. It was with his friends, many 
of whom were children of plantation workers, 
that he began the lifelong embrace of people 
from all heritages and his passion for service. 

Uncle Juggie would often tag along with his 
father who became increasingly immersed in 
Hawai’s political scene. One particular event 
where his father brought food to striking dock 
workers in the 1940s made a lasting impres-
sion on Juggie as a child. From that moment, 
he committed himself to organized labor in 
Hawai‘i. In the 1960s, Uncle Juggie later went 
on to serve three terms in the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature. 

Uncle Juggle was a mentor to many, espe-
cially those engaged in the political process. In 
2012, Uncle Juggie was honored with the 
prestigious Lifetime Achievement award from 
the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i. He was also 
honored by the Honolulu City Council, the 
Hawai‘i State Office of Veterans Services, and 
the Department of Defense during the com-
memoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Ko-
rean War. 

His older brother, Judge Walter Heen, de-
scribed Uncle Juggle as ‘‘a true character’’ 
and one who ‘‘had the keen ability to perceive 
underlying issues that people were glossing 
over and was able to express the essence of 
those issues very clearly and succinctly.’’ Al-
ways an advocate, in his final years he be-
came a strong and visible proponent for 
Hawai‘i’s Death with Dignity movement—giv-
ing the terminally ill in Hawai‘i complete auton-
omy over their end-of-life decisions and care. 

Uncle Juggie was diagnosed with lung can-
cer in 1998. Although it went into remission, it 
returned to his liver and pancreas a few years 
later. After fighting courageously for more than 
two years with the support of the many people 
he mentored, Uncle Juggie passed away on 
June 30, 2013. 

Uncle Juggie, thank you very much (mahalo 
nui loa) for your service to Hawai‘i and our na-
tion. Your legacy lives on in all of us. Love to 
you. (Aloha oe.) 
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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 

OF PROPER SUPPORT FOR PUB-
LIC EDUCATION 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in support of K–12 education and our 
national public school system. I recently voted 
in favor of H.R. 5, the Student Success Act, 
as an imperfect but essential piece of legisla-
tion to move forward the necessary reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA). Had the opportunity been 
presented, I would have supported measures 
to strengthen The Student Success Act by 
supporting altered Title I funding allocations as 
well as reiterating the importance of STEM 
education at a young age. 

The intent of Title I funding within the origi-
nal ESEA was, and should continue to be, to 
provide federal funding to public schools with 
the highest concentrations of poverty. Sup-
porting our must vulnerable populations pro-
vides impoverished communities and students 
with some of largest barriers to educational 
success an enhanced opportunity to flourish 
and reach their full potential. 

The State of New York alone is home to 
thousands of public schools receiving Title I 
funding. We know that in order to prepare our 
students to succeed in a globally competitive 
environment, we need to equip them with the 
most relevant and enhanced resources avail-
able to expand their knowledge of 21st cen-
tury demands. By supporting schools and stu-
dents who wouldn’t otherwise have the re-
sources to improve efforts in early childhood 
education and emphasizing learning in in-de-
mand subjects like science and math, we can 
truly support our future. 

I will continue to advocate for an enhanced 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act that fully supports our 
public school system, teachers, and students 
for a better America. 

f 

WINDI AKINS PASTORINI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to honor Windi Akins Pastorini, for 
being named the 2012 Texas Criminal De-
fense Lawyer of the Year and the 2012 Harris 
County Criminal Lawyer of the Year. This is 
the latest in a long line of awards given to this 
extraordinary lawyer. I have known Windi for 
over 20 years in my work as a judge and 
prosecutor in Texas, I witnessed first hand 
Windi’s passionate dedication to the law and 
to her clients. Those who know her best de-
scribe her as dedicated, powerful, and relent-
less. 

After graduating from the University of 
Texas at Arlington, Windi earned her law de-
gree from the University of Texas in Austin. 
Windi began her legal career as a prosecutor 
for the Harris County District Attorney’s office, 
and then she became a trial lawyer where she 
has served for over 25 years. She is an advo-

cate in every sense of the word who works 
passionately to defend those who are accused 
of crimes. 

Windi’s extensive knowledge of the justice 
system and her incredible work ethic quickly 
gained her respect from her colleagues in the 
law profession and citizens of Harris County. 
Over her career, Windi has a history of vic-
tories defending those charged with drug re-
lated crimes, white collar crimes, fraud and 
violent offenses. Her success in defending her 
clients has led to her inclusion into a selective 
group of lawyers certified to represent indigent 
defendants in death penalty cases in Texas. 
Windi has changed many lives. The fact that 
she was the defense lawyer has made the dif-
ference in the outcome of numerous cases. 

Windi has a long history of advocating for 
victims. Recently, Windi defended the rights of 
a young 12 year old girl who had been repeat-
edly sexually abused by her father since she 
was just 6 years old. One evening, the young 
girl finally stood up for herself and told her fa-
ther to leave her alone. After receiving threats 
by her father that she would ‘‘regret her ac-
tions’’, the young girl shot and killed her father 
later that night in fear for her life. Ms. Pastorini 
stood by her client and successfully fought for 
her right of self defense. The young girl was 
acquitted of murder, providing an invaluable 
win for abused victims everywhere. 

Besides being an excellent trial lawyer, 
Windi drives Jeep Renegades/Wranglers. 
Being a Jeep owner myself, I appreciate oth-
ers who drive such rugged, superior vehicles! 

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, I commend this remarkable 
Texan for her exemplary service and dedica-
tion to Harris County and to the State of 
Texas. Thank you, Windi, for a lifetime of re-
markable achievements within the legal com-
munity and for your steadfast commitment to 
representing the accused citizens of Texas in 
the court room. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,599,194,294.87. We’ve 
added $6,111,722,145,381.79 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING CARL FISHER 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the outstanding public edu-
cation career of Carl Fisher. 

Carl has been recognized as one of five 
2013 Pioneers in Education in Missouri for his 

commitment and contributions to public edu-
cation in Missouri. Since he was just 16 years 
old, Carl has been serving the children in 
Pleasant Hope as their school bus driver. Now 
83, Carl has transported three generations of 
students to and from school for 66 extraor-
dinary years. 

This remarkable feat makes Carl a 
Guinness World Record holder for the longest 
career as a school bus driver. However, Carl 
isn’t the only one in his family with experience 
behind the wheel. Carl comes from a family of 
bus drivers where four out of five brothers, 
their father, uncle, and brothers-in-law all have 
served the community by safely getting stu-
dents to and from school every day. 

I am extremely proud of the work Carl has 
done for the children and families of the 
Pleasant Hope community over the past 66 
years. His steadfast determination of truly 
doing what he loves is admired by all. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Carl Fisher, recipient of the 2013 Pioneers in 
Education award in Missouri. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE MILWAUKEE 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING UN-
DERWATER ROBOTICS TEAM 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of the Mil-
waukee School of Engineering (MSOE). 
MSOE recently earned the top engineering 
evaluation score in this year’s Marine Ad-
vanced Technology Education Center’s Inter-
national competition for Remotely Operated 
Vehicles (ROV). This year marks the first time 
MSOE has participated in this competition, 
and I am proud to support this great achieve-
ment. 

For the past 11 years, Marine Advanced 
Technology Education (MATE) Center, which 
is funded by the National Science Foundation, 
has used its underwater robotics competition 
to help students obtain hands on science, 
technology, engineering and math experience, 
thereby preparing them for careers in the 
STEM fields. Through the ROV competition, 
students gain specialized knowledge and 
apply their skills in a teamwork oriented set-
ting. Students produce technical reports as 
well as presentations and displays to show-
case their engineering work to competition 
judges currently in the field. In addition, each 
team is required to exemplify an entrepre-
neurial spirit in each stage of the competition. 
The benefits of participating are far reaching. 

A total of 53 teams participated in the 2013 
international competition, and 23 teams en-
tered MSOE’s competition category. As the 
theme was ocean observing systems, MSOE’s 
competition mission was to create technology 
that would assist in installing and maintaining 
instrumentation to monitor ocean activity in 
real time to then determine the ocean’s impact 
on the weather. In successfully doing so, they 
earned the top engineering evaluation score. 
They demonstrated exemplary efforts and 
should be proud of their accomplishment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
Milwaukee School of Engineering Underwater 
Robotics team. Through their ability and dili-
gence, they have distinguished their school 
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and the district. I am honored to pay tribute to 
MSOE. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KAZAKHSTAN 
ON CONSTITUTIONAL DAY 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Kazakhstan on its Con-
stitution Day. Kazakhstan celebrates Constitu-
tion Day on August 30. 

Constitution Day is one of the most impor-
tant state holidays in the country. On August 
30, 1995, as a result of a nationwide ref-
erendum, Kazakhstan’s Constitution—the su-
preme national law—was adopted establishing 
the rules and principles of building Kazakhstan 
as an independent, sovereign, and economi-
cally liberal, democracy. 

All internationally recognized rights and free-
doms are enshrined in the Constitution, thus 
making it a modern and progressive basis for 
a sustainable movement towards a full-fledged 
democratic system. Democracy is a gradual 
process and so I commend President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev for his extraordinary 
leadership in bringing about equality and unity, 
and in guaranteeing the growth and well-being 
of every citizen of the country. 

Constitutional amendments approved in May 
2007 will cede the powers of the President to 
the Parliament in a thoughtful way that pro-
tects the country’s sovereignty and the rights 
of its citizens. The Constitution allows for ac-
celerated economic reform while maintaining 
political and social stability and the Constitu-
tion consolidates the values the people of 
Kazakhstan have held for many centuries. It 
also consolidates unity among more than 120 
nationalities of Kazakhstan. 

In tribute to President Nazarbayev and all 
that he has accomplished for and on behalf of 
the people of Kazakhstan, I enter this state-
ment for the historical record. President 
Nazarbayev has spared no effort in securing 
the rights to life and liberty for all 
Kazakhstanis. Because of his vision, 
Kazakhstan is also Central Asia’s leader and 
a global leader on issues of importance, in-
cluding nuclear non-proliferation. 

So, once more, I congratulate the people of 
Kazakhstan on Constitution Day, and I send 
them my very best wishes for a peaceful and 
prosperous future. 

f 

NATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEK 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge August 11 through 17, 2013, as 
National Health Center Week. America’s com-
munity health centers are at the core of our 
health care system; the nation’s safety net, 
delivering accessible, high quality, cost effec-
tive primary and preventative care to all indi-
viduals regardless of their ability to pay. 

Health centers, located in medically under-
served areas and locally-controlled by patient- 
majority boards, make each health center re-
sponsive to the needs of the individual com-
munity it serves. Currently, there are more 
than 1,200 health centers serving as health 
homes for more than 22 million individuals at 
more than 9,000 locations across the country. 

Health centers offer patient-focused, coordi-
nated health care—preventive and primary 
care that families and individuals need, where 
and when they need it. 

Health centers employ more than 9,500 
physicians and more than 6,300 nurse practi-
tioners, physician assistants, certified nurse 
midwives, social workers, case managers, and 
community health workers. These employees 
are part of a multi-disciplinary clinical team de-
signed to treat the whole patient; coordinating 
care and managing chronic disease, at the 
same time reducing unnecessary, avoidable 
and wasteful use of health resources. 

The health home model that health centers 
use is at the forefront of pioneering and goes 
beyond primary medical care. They provide 
behavioral health and dental services, case 
management and enabling services to ensure 
care is provided in an efficient and timely 
manner. 

The health center model has proven to be 
an effective means of overcoming access bar-
riers for the medically underserved. In doing 
so, health care outcomes are improved and 
health care costs are reduced. This unique 
model allows health centers to save the 
healthcare system approximately $24 billion 
annually by keeping patients out of costlier 
health care settings, such as emergency 
rooms. 

As locally owned and operated small busi-
nesses, health centers serve as critical eco-
nomic engines helping to power local econo-
mies, particularly in times of recession. In 
these difficult economic times, health centers 
are economic drivers in their communities. In 
2009 alone, health centers generated $20 bil-
lion in combined economic impact and were 
responsible for creating nearly 200,000 jobs in 
areas hit hardest by the recession. 

This year, over 400 communities nationwide 
submitted applications seeking a health center 
with only 25 new centers anticipated, dem-
onstrating an overwhelming demand for ac-
cess to comprehensive primary care across 
the nation. Health centers are expected to be-
come the health care home for many new pa-
tients, but the demand for health centers con-
tinues to outpace growth, considering many 
existing health centers are already at capacity. 
Health centers are committed to expanding 
and meeting the needs of the communities 
they serve in order to grow their reach to more 
individuals who lack regular access to a health 
care home. 

National Health Center Week offers the op-
portunity to recognize America’s health cen-
ters, their staff, board members, and all those 
responsible for the continued success and 
growth of the program since its creation al-
most 50 years ago. During this National 
Health Center Week, we recognize the mul-
titude of ways in which America’s Health Cen-
ters transform care in local communities by 
delivering comprehensive, high quality, cost 
effective, and accessible health care. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the community health centers in recognizing 

August 11 through 17, 2013 at National Health 
Center Week. I encourage everyone to visit 
their local health center and celebrate the im-
portant partnership between America’s Health 
Centers and the communities they serve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE COUNCIL FOR RE-
SPONSIBLE NUTRITION 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Council for Responsible Nutrition 
(CRN) on its 40th Anniversary. 

CRN is the leading trade association rep-
resenting dietary supplement manufacturers, 
ingredient suppliers, and companies that sup-
ply services for the supplement industry—all of 
which are committed to responsible industry. 

CRN was formed in 1973 by three compa-
nies, with the primary objective to establish an 
association of dietary supplement companies 
with a strong commitment to science, research 
and a collaborative approach to working with 
Congress and government agencies on issues 
that affect dietary supplements and nutrition. 

As the respected voice of the dietary sup-
plement industry, CRN has been at the fore-
front of supporting landmark legislation and 
regulation that benefit consumers; playing a 
key role in the passage of the Nutrition Label-
ing Education Act of 1990 and the Dietary 
Supplement Health and Education Act of 1994 
(DSHEA). 

CRN worked collaboratively with the Food 
and Drug Administration and the Federal 
Trade Commission on the implementation of 
DSHEA, urging the creation and promulgation 
of Good Manufacturing Practices specific to di-
etary supplements, and created a voluntary, 
self-regulatory advertising review program to 
monitor false, deceptive and misleading die-
tary supplement advertising. 

For consumers, the ‘‘Life . . . Supple-
mented’’ campaign exemplifies CRN’s commit-
ment to helping individuals create a healthier 
lifestyle by offering actionable suggestions and 
educational information about the three pillars 
of a smart wellness regimen: healthy diet, ex-
ercise and dietary supplements. 

M. Speaker, CRN has created an environ-
ment that allows companies to responsibly de-
velop, manufacture and market dietary supple-
ments and nutritional ingredients that enable 
consumers to live healthier lives. It continues 
to serve as a credible and respected scientific 
resource for Congress, regulators, scientists, 
journalists and consumers on all matters re-
lated to dietary supplements, including dem-
onstrating the health-related and economic 
benefits that dietary supplements can provide. 

As a co-chair of the Dietary Supplement 
Caucus, it is my pleasure to congratulate the 
Council for Responsible Nutrition on its anni-
versary, as well as the influence it has had on 
the dietary supplements over its 40-year his-
tory, and the promise it gives for industry and 
consumers alike in the years to come. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 

DECREASE UNSAFE TOXINS ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(D.U.S.T.) Act, which would ban children’s 
cushioned products that contain an unaccept-
able level of toxic flame retardant chemicals. 
In doing so, this bill would reduce infant and 
children exposure to these harmful chemicals. 

This bill would set a maximum level of 1,000 
parts per million for the toxic chemicals in the 
filling materials used in products, such as high 
chairs, strollers, bouncers, infant walkers, 
changing pads, and baby carriers. 

Studies clearly show that exposure to these 
toxic chemicals may be associated with can-
cer, birth defects, immune disruption, repro-
ductive disorders, hormonal imbalances, and 
neurologic and mental development disorders. 
Toddlers who crawl in the dust and put their 
hands in their mouths have three to four times 
the levels of toxic flame retardants in their 
bodies compared to their parents. This is at an 
age when their neurological and reproductive 
organs are still developing and they are the 
most vulnerable to the toxic effects of the 
chemicals. 

In addition to the potential health hazards, 
flame retardants have not been found to sig-
nificantly improve fire safety or prevent igni-
tions from small flame sources. According to 
data from fire protection groups, such as the 
National Fire Protection Association, no fire 
safety benefit exists from including flame re-
tardant chemicals in these products. 

Our current regulatory system does not pro-
tect our children from such toxic chemicals. 
We must act now to help reduce our exposure 
and protect our most vulnerable, our children. 

The legislation has been endorsed by the 
Green Science Policy Institute, Women’s 
Voices for the Earth, Clean Production Action, 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, First 
Focus, Environmental Working Group, Zero to 
Three, IKEA North America Services, and the 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group (PIRG), 
Children’s Defense Fund, and Alaska Commu-
nity Action on Toxins. I hereby submit for the 
RECORD letters of support from these organi-
zations and urge the House of Representa-
tives to consider this bill to improve the health 
of infants and kids in communities across 
America. 

GREEN SCIENCE POLICY INSTITUTE, 
Berkeley, CA, July 17, 2013. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: The 
Green Science Policy Institute is writing in 
support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act seeks to 
amend the Consumer Product Safety Im-
provement Act of 2008 to ban flame retardant 
chemicals from use in resilient filling mate-
rials in children’s products. 

At Green Science Policy Institute inde-
pendent research and scientific integrity 
guide our mission to promote responsible use 
of chemicals, ensuring a healthy planet for 
current and future generations. We provide 
unbiased scientific data to facilitate in-
formed decision-making about the use of 
chemicals in consumer products. We encour-
age scientists to use their research in the 
public interest. We are currently focusing on 

reducing the use of unnecessary flame 
retardants due to their adverse impacts on 
human and environmental health. 

Flame retardant chemicals are currently 
added to the foam of baby products and fur-
niture to meet California Furniture Flam-
mability Standard Technical Bulletin 117 
(TB117). Flame retardant use in California 
furniture and juvenile products to meet 
1B117 has not led to a measurable improve-
ment in fire safety. The use of some halo-
genated flame retardants may actually de-
crease fire safety since they can increase the 
amount of soot, smoke, carbon monoxide and 
other toxic gases produced when a product 
does burn. The soot and smoke can impede 
escape and toxic gases, rather than flames, 
are the largest cause of fire deaths. Impor-
tantly, baby products do not pose a fire haz-
ard. 

TB117 is scheduled to be updated on Janu-
ary 1, 2014 so flame retardants will no longer 
be needed in children’s product foam in Cali-
fornia. DUST Act legislation will align with 
this important change. 

Working in collaboration with researchers 
at Duke University and the San Francisco 
Estuary Institute, Green Science Policy In-
stitute collected foam samples from baby 
products and found that 80% of products 
tested contained chemical flame retardants 
which are either known to be associated with 
adverse health effects or lack adequate 
health information. 

Children and infants are most sensitive to 
the adverse health effects of these chemicals, 
some of which have been linked with reduced 
IQ, learning disorders, reduced fertility, thy-
roid disruption and cancer. Babies are born 
with these chemicals in their bodies and get 
a further dose from their mother’s milk and 
exposure to baby products. 

The average American home can contain 
pound levels of these chemicals. Flame re-
tardant chemicals leak from products into 
dust. Dust gets on hands and food. Babies 
and children crawl, sit and play on the floor 
where dust settles. They explore the world 
by putting things in their mouths. 

We urge Congress to adopt the DUST Act 
to protect infants and children from these 
unnecessary harmful toxins. 

Sincerely, 
DR. ARLENE BLUM, 

Executive Director. 
DR. VEENA SINGLA, 

Associate. 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY—LOS ANGELES, 

Los Angeles, CA, July 30, 2013. 
Re Support the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 

(DUST) Act 

Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: On behalf 
of Physicians for Social Responsibility—Los 
Angeles, we write to express our strong sup-
port for the Decrease Unsafe Toxins (DUST) 
Act that will be introduced in the 113th Con-
gress. The DUST Act amends the Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 to 
ban flame retardants chemicals from use in 
the resilient filling materials in infant and 
children’s products. 

PSR–LA is a 5,000 member strong organiza-
tion representing physicians and other 
health professionals dedicated to promoting 
healthy communities and advocating for so-
cial and environmental justice. We have a 
long history of educating the medical com-
munity about the gravest environmental 
threats to human health, and working to 
eliminate health inequalities caused by envi-
ronmental exposures. 

Flame retardants chemicals have been 
added to the filling materials of children 

products and furniture to meet the Cali-
fornia Standard Technical Bulletin (TB) 117, 
which has become the de facto national 
standard for furniture manufacturers. Flame 
retardant chemicals continuously migrate 
out of household products and settle into 
dust, which is inhaled and ingested by people 
and pets. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can be associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from children’s sleepwear in the 
1970s, similar flame retardants continue to 
be used in children products such as nursing 
pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, portable 
crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers and 
changing table pads, despite the fact that 
these products do not pose a fire hazard. 
Toddlers who crawl in the dust and put their 
hands in their mouths have the some of the 
highest levels of toxic flame retardant 
chemicals in their bodies. This is at an age 
when their neurological and reproductive or-
gans are still developing and they are highly 
vulnerable to the toxic effects of the chemi-
cals. 

California is revising its TB 117 because of 
the strong evidence that flame retardants 
used to meet the standard have not provided 
greater protection from fires, and can in fact 
make fires more dangerous. While this stand-
ard revision is a positive change, companies 
will not be required to abandon the use of 
flame retardant chemicals. For that reason, 
the DUST Act is necessary to protect chil-
dren from toxic chemicals, and we urge its 
immediate passage. 

Sincerely, 
ANA MASCAREÑAS, 

Policy & Communica-
tions Director. 

MARTHA DINA ARGÜELLO, 
Executive Director. 

PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP 
(PIRG), FEDERATION OF STATE 
PIRGS, 

Washington, DC, July 26, 2013. 
Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: We write 
in support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act amends the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
of 2008 to ban toxic flame retardant chemi-
cals from use in the resilient filling mate-
rials in infant and children’s products. Accu-
mulation of flame retardant chemicals in hu-
mans and animals and adverse health effects 
in animals have been well documented in a 
large body of peer reviewed literature. Stud-
ies have found associations between high lev-
els and reduced IQ in children, endocrine and 
thyroid disruption, changes in male hormone 
levels and reduced fertility, increased time 
to become pregnant in women, adverse birth 
outcomes, impaired development, and can-
cer. Children are especially at risk for expo-
sure to flame retardants in household dust 
because they crawl on floors and have the 
tendency to puts hands, toys, and other ob-
jects in their mouths. In addition to the po-
tential for adverse health effects from expo-
sure to toxic flame retardants, infants and 
children to have critical periods of develop-
ment during which exposure to toxic sub-
stances can cause increased susceptibility to 
disease, which might not become apparent 
until later in life.1 Finally, adding flame re-
tardant chemicals to baby products has not 
been shown to be effective in saving life or 
property. 

Manufacturers put flame retardant chemi-
cals into baby products to meet Technical 
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Bulletin 117 (TB 117), a unique California 
flammability standard for foam in juvenile 
products and upholstered furniture imple-
mented by the California Bureau of Elec-
tronic and Appliance Repair, Home Fur-
nishings and Thermal Insulation (the Bu-
reau) that has recently been revised to ad-
dress concerns about flame retardants in 
children’s products. 

Recent research has detected flame 
retardants in the majority of baby products 
tested. A 2011 study identified flame 
retardants in 80 of 101 baby products from 
across the U.S. and from Canada.2 Another 
study released in January 2012 found flame 
retardants in 17 of 20 tested baby products.3 
These tests indicated that chlorinated Tris is 
the most prevalent flame retardant in chil-
dren’s products in concentrations ranging up 
to five percent. The most prevalent chemical 
found is TDCPP, or Tris (1,3-dichloro–2– 
propyl) phosphate, which was removed from 
children’s pajamas in the 1970s when it was 
discovered to be mutagenic. TDCPP was des-
ignated as a carcinogen by the State of Cali-
fornia under Proposition 65 in October 2011 
based on laboratory studies finding increases 
in kidney, liver, and testicular tumors as 
well as evidence of mutagenicity. Pre-
viously, a Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) assessment designated the 
chemical as a probable carcinogen. A 2011 
study tested the chemical’s effects on the de-
velopment of brain cells and compared its ef-
fects to those of chlorpyrifos, a pesticide 
known to be toxic to the nervous system. By 
some measures, TDCPP was even more toxic 
to the cells than chlorpyrifos, with effects on 
cell development, number, and DNA syn-
thesis.4 

Adding flame retardant chemicals to baby 
products has not been shown to be effective 
in saving life or property. An analysis of fire 
data from 1980 to 2005 by the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA)—years when 
TB 117–compliant furniture containing these 
chemicals was sold much more in California 
than in other states—does not show a greater 
reduction in the rate of fire deaths in Cali-
fornia compared to that of other states 
where the chemicals were used less fre-
quently. 

Fire prevention is the first step in avoiding 
the unnecessary and excessive use of harmful 
flame retardant chemicals. Fire-safe ciga-
rettes, sprinklers, and smoke detectors, 
along with the enforcement of improved 
building codes, are all proven to be effective 
in reducing fire-related deaths. Good product 
design can also reduce and eliminate the 
need for chemical flame retardants by using 
less flammable materials or by placing a 
physical barrier between the flammable com-
ponent and outside materials. Finally, safer 
alternatives to chlorinated and brominated 
flame retardants that still meet applicable 
flammability standards have been identified. 
The EPA recently acknowledged that there 
is no evidence to substantiate claims that 
the use of certain flame retardants has re-
sulted in a reduced incidence of fires. 

Thank you for your leadership in pro-
tecting America’s consumers and children 
from toxic flame retardants. We urge the 
Congress to adopt the DUST Act to protect 
infants and children from these dangerous 
chemicals. 

Sincerely, 
JENNY LEVIN, 

U.S. PIRG Public Health Advocate. 
1 Growing Up Toxic: Chemical Exposures 

and Increases in Developmental Disease. 
Frontier Group, U.S. PIRG Education. 2011 

2 Hidden Hazards in the Nursery. Wash-
ington Toxics Coalition/Safer States. 2012. 

3 Identification of Flame Retardants in 
Polyurethane foam Collected from Baby 
Products. Heather M. Stapelton, Susan 

Klosterhaus, Alex Keller, P. Lee Ferguson, 
Saskia van Bergen, Ellen Cooper, Thomas F. 
Webster, and Arlene Blum. Environmental 
Science & Technology. 

4 Hidden Hazards in the Nursery. Wash-
ington Toxics Coalition/Safer States. 2012. 

WOMEN’S VOICES FOR THE EARTH, 
Missoula, MT, July 24, 2013. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: We write 
in support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act amends the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
of 2008 to ban flame retardants chemicals 
from use in the resilient filling materials in 
infant and children’s products. 

Flame retardants chemicals have been 
added to the filling materials of children 
products and furniture to meet the Cali-
fornia Standard Technical Bulletin (TB) 117, 
which has become the de facto national 
standard for furniture manufacturers. Flame 
retardant chemicals continuously migrate 
out of household products and settle into 
dust. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can be associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from use in children sleepwear in 
the 1970s, similar flame retardants continue 
to be used in children products such as nurs-
ing pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, port-
able crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers 
and changing table pads. Toddlers who crawl 
in the dust and put their hands in their 
mouths have the highest levels of toxic 
flame retardant chemicals in their bodies. 
This is at an age when their neurological and 
reproductive organs are still developing and 
they are the most vulnerable to the toxic ef-
fects of the chemicals. 

Based on recent studies and laboratory re-
search, the California standard TB 117 has 
not been found to significantly improve fire 
safety or prevent ignitions from small flame 
sources. Furthermore, such baby products do 
not pose a fire hazard. According to fire pro-
tection groups, flame retardants have not led 
to improvements in fire safety and pose an 
unnecessary health hazard. 

We urge the Congress to adopt the DUST 
Act to protect innocent infants and children 
from these harmful toxins. 

Sincerely, 
JAMIE MCCONNELL, 

Director of Programs and Policy. 

IKEA NORTH AMERICA SERVICES, LLC, 
Conshohocken, PA. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO, We are 
contacting you as a follow-up on the letter 
addressed to you that I gave to Ms. Treefa 
Aziz when I met her in your office on April 
26th, 2013. Please find the letter enclosed. We 
are wondering if your office is following the 
CPSC NPR for the 16 CFR 1634 Rulemaking? 
Please let us know if you have any questions 
in this regard. IKEA has extensive experi-
ence with flammability testing of uphol-
stered furniture, both here in the US and in 
Europe. 

We also write in support of the Decrease 
Unsafe Toxins (DUST) Act that will be intro-
duced in the 113th Congress. The DUST Act 
amends the Consumer Product Safety Im-
provement Act of 2008 to ban flame 
retardants chemicals from use in the resil-
ient filling materials in infant and children’s 
products. IKEA actively work to eliminate, 
replace and reduce environmentally haz-
ardous substances in our products and manu-
facturing processes. Our focus is to minimize 

the impact IKEA products have on humans 
and the environment. 

Sincerely, 
MALIN NÄSMAN, 

Product Requirements & 
Compliance Specialist. 

FIRST FOCUS CAMPAIGN FOR CHILDREN, 
Washington, DC, July 22, 2013. 

Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: I am 
writing on behalf of the First Focus Cam-
paign for Children, a bipartisan advocacy or-
ganization committed to making children 
and their families a priority in federal policy 
and budget decisions, to express our support 
for the Decrease Unsafe Toxins (DUST) Act 
to be introduced in the 113th Congress. 

The First Focus Campaign for Children is a 
strong advocate for banning flame retardant 
chemicals from being used in filling mate-
rials in children’s products. Flame retardant 
chemicals have been found in over 80 percent 
of children’s cushioned products, such as 
strollers, changing pads, and high chairs, ac-
cording to a 2011 study published in Environ-
mental Science and Technology. These 
chemicals, such as organohalogen and 
organophosphorous, are toxic and lead to 
problems like reduced IQ hyperactivity, and 
birth defects. Other flame retardant chemi-
cals found in children’s products have been 
linked to cancer, immune and endocrine dis-
ruption, developmental impairment, and re-
productive dysfunction. 

Flame retardant chemicals are known to 
settle in the dust on the ground, making tod-
dlers at greatest risk of being exposed. Tod-
dlers play on the floor and put their hands in 
their mouth, ingesting the contaminated 
dust. Studies have shown that flame retard-
ant chemicals are not necessary and do not 
significantly improve fire safety, nor do they 
reduce the risk of ignition from small flame 
sources. 

The Decrease Unsafe Toxins (DUST) Act 
helps to ensure the safety of children and in-
fants by banning the use of flame retardant 
chemicals in the resilient filling materials in 
children’s products. This Act would deem 
any children’s product with flame retardant 
chemicals as a ‘‘banned hazardous sub-
stance’’ under the Federal Hazardous Sub-
stances Act if it is manufactured a year after 
the passage of the Act. 

First Focus Campaign for Children ap-
plauds the introduction of the Decrease Un-
safe Toxins (DUST) Act and we look forward 
to working with your office to help ensure 
that products are safe for children. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE LESLEY, 

First Focus Campaign for Children. 

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKING GROUP, 
Washington, DC, July 29, 2013. 

Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO, Environ-
mental Working Group is pleased to support 
your Decrease Unsafe Toxic Chemicals 
(DUST) Act. The DUST Act is an important 
piece of legislation that would amend the 
Consumer Safety Improvement Act of 2008 to 
ban the use of certain flame-retardants in 
the padding and foam parts of children’s 
products. The use of these chemicals is un-
safe and exposes children to unnecessary 
health risks. 

Many chemical fire retardants used in chil-
dren’s items can be toxic to human health. 
Maternal exposure to a type of chemical fire 
retardant known as polybrominated diphenyl 
ethers (PBDEs) alters thyroid hormone lev-
els and affect children’s neurodevelopment. 
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PBDEs were withdrawn from commerce in 
the mid–2000s due to toxicity concerns, but 
replacement chemicals show worrisome signs 
of toxicity to human health. 

Fire retardant chemicals have been added 
to products because of a nationally recog-
nized safety standard set by California 
known as the Furniture Flammability 
Standard Technical Bulletin (TB117). But as 
evidence has mounted on the toxicity of 
PBDEs and replacement chemicals, experts 
have concluded that children’s products do 
not pose a significant fire hazard, and TB117 
is being revised. 

Infants and children are especially vulner-
able to chemical exposure, and coupled with 
the significant amount of time spent crawl-
ing and playing on the ground where dust ac-
cumulates only increases their direct expo-
sure through inhalation and hand to mouth 
contact. A 2008 study of PBDE concentra-
tions in American families found that young 
children had much higher concentrations of 
these chemicals than their mothers, presum-
ably due to greater contact with fire re-
tarded furniture and contaminated house 
dust. 

The DUST Act would work to reduce the 
number of unnecessary health risks posed to 
young children by banning the use of certain 
flame-retardants in children’s products. It 
would also treat any product manufactured 
on or after one year after the enactment of 
the DUST Act with more than 1,000 parts per 
million of a flame-retardant as a banned haz-
ardous substance. 

The commonsense proposals in the DUST 
Act will protect public health and our most 
vulnerable populations. EWG strongly sup-
ports the bill and looks forward to working 
with you to ensure its enactment. 

Sincerely, 
KENNETH A. COOK. 

President. 

CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND, 
July 30, 2013. 

Hon. ROSA L. DELAURO, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: The Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund applauds your effort to 
protect infants and young children from 
harmful chemicals during their critical de-
velopmental years. We offer our support of 
your ‘‘Decrease Unsafe Toxins (DUST) Act’’, 
which will ensure companies do not use toxic 
flame retardants in the production of cush-
ioned children’s products. By classifying 
products created with such chemicals as 
‘‘banned hazardous substances,’’ the DUST 
Act will prevent children from harmful tox-
ins via car seats, nursing pillows, strollers 
and other items. 

For forty years, the Children’s Defense 
Fund has worked to ensure all children in 
America get the healthy start they need to 
survive and thrive. This includes paying at-
tention to environmental health hazards 
that threaten their health and development. 
Preventing the exposure of infants and 
young children to harmful chemicals during 
their early years is critical to their develop-
ment. A recent study conducted by the Pedi-
atric Academic Societies demonstrated that 
prenatal exposure to flame retardant chemi-
cals is associated with hyperactivity and 
lower intelligence in early childhood. Yet 
toddlers have been proven to have the high-
est levels of flame retardant chemicals in 
their systems—higher even than adults. The 
developmental consequences of this continue 
after exposure; the largest cognitive deficits 
were observed in children over age five. 

By reducing the amount of toxins young 
children are exposed to during their critical 
early years and preventing developmental 
delays, your bill strengthens the foundation 

necessary for children to succeed later in 
life. We commend you for encouraging con-
gressional action to allow all infants and 
young children a healthy start in life and so 
appreciate your ongoing leadership on behalf 
of children and families. 

Sincerely yours, 
MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN. 

CLEAN PRODUCTION ACTION, 
July 26, 2013. 

Re Support the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act 

Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: We write 
in support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act amends the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
of 2008 to ban flame retardants chemicals 
from use in the resilient filling materials in 
infant and children’s products. 

Flame retardants chemicals have been 
added to the filling materials of children 
products and furniture to meet the Cali-
fornia Standard Technical Bulletin (TB) 117, 
which has become the de facto national 
standard for furniture manufacturers. Flame 
retardant chemicals continuously migrate 
out of household products and settle into 
dust, which is inhaled and ingested by people 
and pets. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can be associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from children’s sleepwear in the 
1970s, similar flame retardants continue to 
be used in children products such as nursing 
pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, portable 
crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers and 
changing table pads, despite the fact that 
these products do not pose a fire hazard. 
Toddlers who crawl in the dust and put their 
hands in their mouths have the some of the 
highest levels of toxic flame retardant 
chemicals in their bodies. This is at an age 
when their neurological and reproductive or-
gans are still developing and they are highly 
vulnerable to the toxic effects of the chemi-
cals. 

California is revising its TB 117 because of 
the strong evidence that flame retardants 
used to meet the standard have not provided 
greater protection from fires, and can in fact 
make fires more dangerous. While this stand-
ard revision is a positive change, companies 
will not be required to abandon the use of 
flame retardant chemicals. For that reason, 
the DUST Act is necessary to protect chil-
dren from toxic chemicals, and we urge its 
immediate passage. 

Sincerely, 
BEVERLEY THORPE. 

ALASKA COMMUNITY ACTION ON TOXICS, 
Anchorage, AK, July 29, 2013. 

Re Support the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act 

Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN DELAURO: We write 
today on behalf of the members of Alaska 
Community Action on Toxics (‘‘ACAT’’) in 
support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act amends the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
of 2008 to ban flame retardants chemicals 
from use in the resilient filling materials in 
infant and children’s products. ACAT is a 
statewide non-profit public interest environ-
mental health research and advocacy organi-

zation dedicated to protecting environ-
mental health and achieving environmental 
justice. Our mission is to assure justice by 
advocating for environmental and commu-
nity health. We believe that everyone has a 
right to clean air, clean water and toxic-free 
food. We work to stop the production, pro-
liferation, and release of toxic chemicals 
that may harm human health or the environ-
ment. 

Flame retardants chemicals have been 
added to the filling materials of children 
products and furniture to meet the Cali-
fornia Standard Technical Bulletin (TB) 117, 
which has become the de facto national 
standard for furniture manufacturers. Flame 
retardant chemicals continuously migrate 
out of household products and settle into 
dust, which is inhaled and ingested by people 
and pets. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can be associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from children’s sleepwear in the 
1970s, similar flame retardants continue to 
be used in children products such as nursing 
pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, portable 
crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers and 
changing table pads, despite the fact that 
these products do not pose a fire hazard. 
Many times, the chemicals used to treat the 
foam in children products are not identified 
on the product labels or elsewhere. Toddlers 
who crawl in the dust and put their hands in 
their mouths have some of the highest levels 
of toxic flame retardant chemicals in their 
bodies. This is at an age when their neuro-
logical and reproductive organs are still de-
veloping and they are highly vulnerable to 
the toxic effects of these chemicals. 

California is revising its TB 117 because of 
the strong evidence that flame retardants 
used to meet the standard have not provided 
greater protection from fires, and can in fact 
make fires more dangerous. While this stand-
ard revision is a positive change, companies 
will not be required to abandon the use of 
flame retardant chemicals. 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics has 
been a leader in the campaign for effective 
fire safety without harmful flame retardant 
chemicals, through education, advocacy, 
supporting legislative measures in Alaska 
and working to reform national and inter-
national chemicals policy. For these reasons, 
we believe the DUST Act is necessary to pro-
tect children from toxic chemicals, and we 
urge its immediate passage. 

Sincerely, 
PAMELA MILLER, 

Executive Director. 
MARICARMEN CRUZ- 

GUILLOTY, 
Environmental Health 

and Justice Coordi-
nator. 

ZERO TO THREE: NATIONAL CENTER 
FOR INFANTS, TODDLERS, AND 
FAMILIES, 

Washington, DC. 
Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR ROSA: On behalf of ZERO TO THREE 
(ZTT): National Center on Infants, Toddlers, 
and Families, I am writing to express our 
support of the Decrease Unsafe Toxins 
(DUST) Act that will be introduced in the 
113th Congress. The DUST Act amends the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act 
of 2008 to ban flame retardants chemicals 
from use in the resilient filling materials in 
infant 
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and children’s products (e.g. high chairs, car 
seats, changing pads and others). 

ZERO TO THREE’s mission is to ensure 
that all babies and toddlers have a strong 
start in life. For over thirty years, we have 
focused on translating the science of early 
brain development for parents, practitioners, 
and policymakers. We take an interdiscipli-
nary approach and seek to underscore the 
fact that domains of development in very 
young children are inextricably related. We 
believe that ‘‘good health,’’ as defined and 
included in our policy framework and prior-
ities, is crucial for children to be able to de-
velop, learn, and be ready for school. A 
baby’s good health begins with her care-
giver’s ability to make sound choices about 
child rearing practices and use of baby prod-
ucts that can positively or negatively impact 
their child’s development. In order to make 
these choices, caregivers need guidance re-
sulting from evidence-based information 
about exposure to environmental and syn-
thetic toxins. 

This farsighted legislation will help pre-
vent developmental delays in children that 
may be stemming from or linked to flame 
retardants. Research is showing that flame 
retardants chemicals are toxic to all human 
beings. However, the removal of such toxins 
is especially critical for pregnant mothers as 
well as infants and toddlers because they are 
more vulnerable to the effects of toxin expo-
sure because of their rapid rate of growth. 
These stages are marked by rapid cell divi-
sion and differentiation, organ formation, 
and brain development. This growth rate 
renders the systems particularly vulnerable 
to disruption. In fact, studies show that 
flame retardants have been correlated with 
negative effects to motor performance (co-
ordination, fine motor skills), cognition (in-
telligence, visual perception, visual-motor 
integration, inhibitory control, verbal mem-
ory, and attention), and behavior (e.g. hyper-
activity). Moreover, prenatal exposure to 
such toxins can result in miscarriage, birth 
defects, low birth weight, and preterm birth. 
In the longer-term, such exposure poses in-
creased risk for development of childhood 
cancer, widespread disorders like asthma and 
obesity, infertility, and other child- and 
adult-onset diseases. 

Flame retardants chemicals are added to 
the filling materials of children products and 
furniture to meet the California Standard 
Technical Bulletin (TB) 117. While California 
is the only state following TB 117, it has be-
come the de facto national standard. Many 
national furniture manufacturers use this 
standard for all their furniture across the 
U.S. to avoid double inventory. Flame re-
tardant chemicals continuously migrate out 
of household products and settle into dust. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can me associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from use in children sleepwear in 
the 1970s, similar flame retardants continue 
to be used in children products such as nurs-
ing pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, port-
able crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers 
and changing table pads. Toddlers who crawl 
in the dust and put their hands in their 
mouths have the highest levels of toxic 
flame retardant chemicals in their bodies. 
This is at an age when their neurological and 
reproductive organs are still developing and 
they are the most vulnerable to the toxic ef-
fects of the chemicals. 

Based on recent studies and laboratory re-
search, the California standard TB 117 has 
not been found to significantly improve fire 
safety or prevent ignitions from small flame 
sources. Furthermore, such baby products do 
not pose a fire hazard. According to fire pro-

tection groups, flame retardants have not led 
to improvements in fire safety and pose an 
unnecessary health hazard. 

We urge the Congress to adopt the DUST 
Act to protect innocent infants and children 
from these harmful toxins. The DUST Act 
translates the compelling research into pre-
ventive policy and legislation that helps pro-
mote positive, healthy development that will 
resonate throughout a child’s school career 
and life, increasing their individual well- 
being and future contributions to society. 

Sincerely, 
MATTHEW MELMED, 

Executive Director. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 401 
OF AUBURN, WASHINGTON 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 90th anniversary of Boy Scout 
Troop 401 of Auburn, Washington on August 
10, 2013. Troop 401 is one of the longest run-
ning Boy Scout Troops in its council and in the 
state. Beginning as Troop 1, under Scout-
master Harlan R. Stone 90 years ago, they re-
main a strong and visible presence in the Au-
burn community. 

On this momentous occasion, I’d like to per-
sonally thank Boy Scout Troop 401 for its out-
reach to the community and its service to the 
Auburn area. Each time I return to my District, 
Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of the incredible 
work of the Boy Scout Troops in our commu-
nities. For almost a century, Troop 401 has 
helped make future leaders of this country by 
combining educational activities with lifelong 
values of service and ensuring they have fun 
in the process. Investing in our youth is the 
key to building a more conscientious, respon-
sible, and productive society. 

Mr. Speaker, Boy Scout Troop 401 is a 
unique and dedicated group of young men. 
Their true impact is immeasurable and their 
outreach and accomplishments are legendary. 
Here’s to the next 90 years, Mr. Speaker. 

Special recognition belongs to the current 
Scouts and Scout Leaders of Troop 401. They 
are listed below. 

Scouts: Andrew Armatas, Andrew Fischer, 
Brandon Griffin, Brandon Clark, Conner 
Whitlock, Connor Perius, Dalton Blair, 
D’Angelo Washington, David Barnett, Dennis 
Nugent, Dominic Nelson, Gavin Skaar, George 
Gibson, Gunter Rice, Guy Adamo, Hunter 
Danz, Hunter Whitlock, Isaac Park, Jacob 
Wheeler, Jarrett Floyd, Joey Cushing, Joshua 
Blair, Judah Stelzer, Justin Higginson, Kaelub 
Graevell, Kolby McCue, Kyle Wilkins, Lee 
Vandeberg, Marshall Barnhart, Matthew 
Higdon, Mikko Holcomb, Nicholas Mayer, 
Noah Koester, Spencer Jones, Steven Ernst, 
Steven Frank, Thomas Snyder, Tyler Cushing, 
Tyler Hayes, Tyler Schef, Wyatt Bishop, and 
Zane Barnhart. 

Scout Leaders: Chris Cushing, Craig 
Koester, Daniel Whitlock, Dave Bishop, Gor-
don Blair, Holly Jones, James Nannery, John 
Wilson, Julie Fischer, Kevin Fischer, Kim 
Cushing, Laura Higdon, Laura Whitlock, 
Margrett Everitt, Michael Jones, Mitchell 
Gering, Nick Perius, Rex Frank, Sharon 
D’Adams, Stacey Bishop, Terri Danz, Tiffany 
Hopkins, and Will Cadra. 

MONTESSORI ACADEMY OF 
PEMBROKE PINES 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate the newly ex-
panded Montessori Academy in Pembroke 
Pines, FL. 

As the 2013–2014 academic term com-
mences, the Montessori Academy will educate 
students from infancy through middle school, 
with the goal of preparing them to be lifelong 
learners and responsible citizens of the world 
community. 

A quality education equips our youth with 
the skills they need to succeed in life, includ-
ing critical thinking skills for inside and outside 
the classroom. Students attending the Montes-
sori Academy will be able to take advantage 
of the new elementary and middle school 
classrooms, labs, arts and media centers, 
computer labs, and gymnasium. 

As a parent of three students in Broward 
County schools, I am grateful for every fan-
tastic teacher, school leader, and professional 
working to make a difference in the lives of 
our children. Education is not only the right of 
every child; it is the cornerstone of America’s 
future. 

I wish the Montessori Academy the best as 
faculty, staff, students, and parents prepare for 
a successful school year. Go Eagles! 

f 

HONORING MEDICARE’S 48TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 48 years of Medicare’s ex-
istence. 

The benefits Medicare has brought to older 
Americans are almost boundless. Millions of 
Americans have lived longer, more productive, 
healthier lives because of the medical care 
they received under this program. Many would 
have incurred financial ruin, suffered need-
lessly and died prematurely otherwise. 

I voted for Medicare during my first summer 
as a congressman, back in 1965, during a 
time that was very different from the America 
of today. 

For several years, President Lyndon John-
son had been calling for Congressional action 
to address the overwhelming need to extend 
medical care to all seniors, as only half of 
older adults had any health insurance during 
that era. 

Responding to President Johnson’s call for 
a Medicare bill, and following my own convic-
tions, I joined with Rep. Cecil King of Cali-
fornia and introduced in January of 1965, as 
my very first piece of legislation, a bill that 
would have provided hospital care under So-
cial Security and an increase of benefits. 
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I said, at the time, ‘‘Our senior citizens have 

far too long been neglected in this the most 
prosperous of societies on earth. Many of 
them, after leading productive lives prior to 
their twilight years, have been so overbur-
dened with medical costs that they have been 
denied the rewards that should come with re-
tirement.’’ 

We have five decades of evidence that indi-
cates the solution to our nation’s healthcare 
crisis isn’t cutting Medicare. It’s strengthening 
Medicare and expanding it to cover everyone. 

However the Affordable Care Act ultimately 
plays out, we know two things for certain: Mil-
lions of Americans will remain uncovered and 
the for-profit insurance industry will remain in 
charge of prices and life-and-death treatment 
decisions. The only way to ensure everyone is 
covered is with Medicare-for-All, single payer 
system. 

The richest country in the history of human-
ity has a moral obligation to cover all of its in-
habitants with health care coverage. We be-
lieve health care is a right, and should not be 
treated as a benefit reserved for the privi-
leged. 

Mr. Speaker, today, as we celebrate Medi-
care’s birthday, I urge Congress to fulfill Medi-
care’s promise and enact H.R. 676, single- 
payer legislation and enshrine health care as 
a fundamental right recognized by our great 
nation. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF CORAL 
SPRING, FLORIDA 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 50th Anniversary of the great City 
of Coral Spring, Florida. Incorporated on July 
10th, 1963, the City of Coral Springs has 
grown from little more than a patch of marsh-
land in southern Florida into the 13th largest 
city in the state and the first state-level recipi-
ent of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Award. Today I recognize Coral Springs for its 
remarkable transformation from town with a 
single covered bridge to a city of more than 
120,000 residents. 

Whether it be its top-rated public schools 
and city government, large and robust park 
and recreation system, myriad of shops, deli-
cious restaurants and entertaining nightlife, 
Coral Springs truly has something for every-
one. If you are looking to raise a family or are 
a young professional looking to enjoy one of 
the top 100 cities in the Nation for young peo-
ple, the city’s vibrant economy and high qual-
ity of living make Coral Springs a wonderful 
place to call home. 

I join today with my family in wishing Coral 
Springs many more years of prosperity. On 
the 50th Anniversary of its inception, I urge all 
cities across of this great country to follow 
Coral Spring’s footsteps. 

IN RECOGNITION OF GREATER 
SHADY GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH’S 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere 
congratulations to the congregation of Greater 
Shady Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus, Georgia as the church’s membership 
and leadership celebrates a remarkable 150 
years. The congregation of Greater Shady 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church will celebrate 
this very significant anniversary with a Sesqui-
centennial Celebration on Sunday, August 4, 
2013 at the Columbus Convention and Trade 
Center in Columbus, Georgia. 

Tracing its roots back to the Civil War era, 
the church was founded in 1863 on the east-
ern bank of the Chattahoochee River, under a 
grape arbor in an oak grove. During a meeting 
at the house of Brother Boston Miles and Sis-
ter Mary Moore, the first members of the 
church, the church was named ‘‘Shady Grove 
Baptist Church.’’ 

From its inception through 1932, the church 
was served by its first sixteen ministers, each 
leaving their lasting mark on the church in 
some form or fashion. Perhaps the most nota-
ble, Reverend L.F. O’Bryant, served eleven 
years as the seventh pastor of the church and 
instituted a large renovation program to ex-
pand the size and reach of the church. 

In 1932, Reverend W.A. Reid began his 
service as the church’s seventeenth minister, 
and would go on to serve until his death in 
1942. Under Rev. Reid’s careful eye, the 
church expanded again, adding an annex and 
instituting the Vacation Bible School. 

In 1949, under the Reverend J.J. Ivey, the 
eighteenth pastor, more renovations were 
made, which included the purchase of new 
pews and pulpit furniture, the installation of 
hardwood floors, and the purchase of an 
organ to enhance church service. Rev. Ivey 
would serve the church for seventeen years 
before retiring from the pastorate. 

One of the most significant moments in the 
church’s history occurred under Reverend Ru-
dolph Carter Allen in August 1967, when the 
First Baptist Church of Columbus, Georgia 
awarded the full Title and Deeds of the build-
ing in which Shady Grove worshipped to the 
congregation of the church. The church was 
then renamed to Greater Shady Grove Baptist 
Church to distinguish the congregation from 
other similarly named churches in Georgia. 
Less than a year later, the Superior Court of 
Muscogee County incorporated the Greater 
Shady Grove Baptist Church. 

Throughout the years, the church would be 
remodeled and renovated several times. With 
these aesthetic changes came changes to the 
church mission. After creating several new 
committees, programs, and outreach ministries 
and increasing focus on the community, the 
Church was renamed for a second time to 
Greater Shady Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, as it is called today. In addition to the 
new name, the church became a tithe-and-of-
fering church, eliminating the need for assess-
ments and fundraising. Today, under the lead-
ership of Reverend Marcus J’uan Gibson, the 

church continues to grow and change with the 
vision of holistic transformation and continual 
improvement in Christ. 

The story of Greater Shady Grove Mis-
sionary Shady Baptist Church, which began as 
a small group of people worshipping in the 
shade of a grape arbor 150 years ago and 
has grown into an expansive and successful 
church, is truly an inspiring one of the dedica-
tion and perseverance of a faithful congrega-
tion of people who put all their love and trust 
in the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Greater Shady 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Columbus, 
Georgia for their long history of coming to-
gether through the good and difficult times to 
praise and worship our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE SUPREME 
COURT DECISION REAFFIRMING 
THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize that the Supreme 
Court’s recent decision in Fisher v University 
of Texas at Austin represents an important 
milestone for our nation as we build a more in-
clusive, diverse America. The Court’s decision 
reaffirms that universities may consider racial 
and ethnic diversity as one factor among 
many in a carefully-crafted admissions policy. 
This ruling represents a victory for equal op-
portunity in education and helps prepare our 
citizens to compete in the diverse, global 
economy of the 21st century. 

The historical structure of the House of Rep-
resentatives exists to represent our nation’s 
vast geographic diversity as well as to value 
the diverse opinions of each constituency to 
set the national agenda of progress. Serving 
in the House for nine terms, I am happy to say 
that I continue to learn from the diverse pool 
of people and ideas that comprise the House 
of Representatives. For the first time in our 
nation’s history, women and minorities con-
stitute the majority of the House Democratic 
Caucus. This diverse environment plays a crit-
ical role in the health and responsiveness of 
our Caucus. Indeed, diversity is considered by 
many as one of the most valuable assets to 
assuring success in business, the arts, 
science, and sports. 

Similarly, a diverse environment on college 
and university campuses strengthens our na-
tion by providing equal educational opportunity 
and promoting the creative thinking needed for 
innovation. I am a strong supporter of the ho-
listic admission process. By promoting 
inclusivity and diversity on the campuses of 
our nation’s higher education institutions via 
the admissions process, we recognize that 
students’ successes are characterized by 
much more than their grade point averages 
alone. A carefully-crafted admissions policy 
that considers a wide-array of characteris-
tics—such as leadership experiences, socio-
economic status, racial or ethnic background, 
athletic skills, and artistic abilities helps our 
educational institutions provide a diverse 
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learning environment that reflects the diversity 
of our nation, enhances the ability of students 
to engage with persons from different back-
grounds and cultures to better prepare them 
for our global economy, and improves access 
to higher education. As the global marketplace 
grows more interconnected, it is crucial that 
the United States remains an active leader in 
the new global economy by training a work-
force prepared to engage with those from dif-
ferent cultures. 

I am pleased that the Supreme Court recog-
nized the ability of our nation’s colleges and 
universities to consider racial and ethnic diver-
sity as one factor among many in a carefully- 
crafted admissions policy. This decision will 
help promote access to higher education and 
enrich our country. 

f 

HONORING ELVIN HAYES ON 
BEING INDUCTED INTO THE NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE BASKET-
BALL HALL OF FAME 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Mr. Elvin Hayes, 
‘‘The Big E’’, on his induction into the National 
Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame and numer-
ous accomplishments as a professional ath-
lete. Mr. Hayes, a fellow University of Houston 
Cougar, is today considered one of the 50 
Greatest Players in NBA History. 

In 1966, Elvin Hayes, along with Don 
Chaney, became the first African American 
basketball players for the University of Hous-
ton. During his sophomore year, Hayes led the 
Cougars to victory in the ‘‘Game of the Cen-
tury’’; an upset win, played in the Houston As-
trodome, against the UCLA Bruins. While at U 
of H, Hayes was a 2-time NCAA First Team 
All-American, leading the Cougars to back-to- 
back NCAA Final Four appearances. In 1968, 
Hayes was the UPI, Sporting News, and the 
Associated Press’ College Player of the Year. 
To this day, Elvin Hayes holds the University 
of Houston’s single-game, single-season, and 
career records in scoring and rebounding. 

With his early departure from college, Mr. 
Hayes was the first overall pick in the 1968 
NBA Draft by the San Diego Rockets, who 
later became the Houston Rockets. During his 
illustrious NBA career Mr. Hayes played 1,303 
games over 16 seasons accruing a number of 
accomplishments: 12 × NBA All Star (1969– 
1980), NBA Scoring Champion (1969), and fi-
nally NBA Champion (1978). He is 8th all time 
in NBA scoring and 4th all time in NBA re-
bounding. 

After his retirement from the NBA, Mr. 
Hayes returned to the University of Houston to 
finish up his Bachelors degree, an example for 
all athletes who are called into professional 
sports before graduating. In 2010, Mr. Hayes 
again returned to the University of Houston 
where he now serves as an analyst for radio 
broadcasts of the Cougars’ games. 

It is with great pleasure that I recognize Mr. 
Elvin Hayes, for his service to the city of 
Houston, and I congratulate him on his induc-
tion into the National Collegiate Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S FREEDOM 
ACT OF 2013 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I am proud to reintroduce 
the International Women’s Freedom Act with 
my colleagues, Representatives BARBARA LEE 
and ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. This bill is a 
comprehensive piece of legislation which will 
increase awareness of human rights violations 
against women, as well as provide a set of 
mechanisms for the U.S. to address the viola-
tions of women’s human rights abroad. 

The bill is modeled after the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (IRFA). IRFA 
created the U.S. Commission on Religious 
Freedom which has been successful in identi-
fying violations of religious freedom abroad 
and recommending actions to Congress, the 
Secretary of State, and the President. 

It has been clear for many years that ex-
panding opportunities for women not only im-
proves their position in society, but also has a 
positive impact on economic growth and bur-
geoning democracies. And yet around the 
world, many countries relegate women to sec-
ond-class status, denying them the right to 
vote, restricting their travel, and limiting their 
access to education and health care. 

The International Women’s Freedom Act 
would ensure we have the tools to empower 
women on a global level. The bill would estab-
lish a Commission on International Women’s 
Rights and would expand the duties of the ex-
isting Office of International Women’s issues 
in the State Department and rename it, the Of-
fice on International Women’s Rights. Both the 
Commission and the Office on International 
Women’s Rights would be granted the respon-
sibilities of issuing a report on the status of 
women’s rights abroad and advising the Presi-
dent and Secretary of State regarding matters 
affecting these issues. 

We need to work harder to ensure women’s 
full participation in society. This legislation 
would move us closer to achieving this foreign 
policy imperative. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 426, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RE-INTRODUCING THE STRENGTH-
ENING MEDICARE ANTI-FRAUD 
MEASURES ACT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
with my colleague Ways and Means Health 

Subcommittee Ranking Member JIM 
MCDERMOTT (D–WA) to re-introduce the 
Strengthening Medicare Anti-Fraud Measures 
Act. 

This bipartisan legislation is part of our com-
mitment to efforts to reduce fraud, waste and 
abuse in Medicare. 

This legislation was previously introduced by 
our former colleagues Wally Herger (R–CA) 
and Pete Stark (D–CA). This bill provides 
Medicare with important fraud-fighting tools 
and so we are continuing their mission to 
strengthen anti-fraud efforts in the Medicare 
program. 

Currently, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, HHS, Office of the Inspector 
General, OIG, lacks authority to exclude an in-
dividual or entity that is affiliated with an entity 
that has been sanctioned for fraud. This en-
ables individuals and entities to continue to re-
ceive Medicare payments even if they contrib-
uted to the sanctioned behavior. 

It is important that we change the law to 
provide the Inspector General with these addi-
tional, requested tools to better protect Medi-
care. 

The legislation would provide OIG with two 
important authorities: 

First, the OIG would have the authority to 
prevent individuals involved with fraudulent en-
tities from receiving Medicare payments. This 
would essentially ban executives whose com-
panies have been convicted of Medicare fraud 
from the program. These executives currently 
defraud Medicare, then circumvent exclusion 
by moving to another company. I believe we 
can all agree these individuals should not be 
allowed to use this loophole to steal from the 
program that serves seniors’ medical needs. 

The OIG would also have the authority to 
prevent entities involved with other fraudulent 
entities from receiving Medicare payments. 
This would ban the use of shell companies by 
corporations engaging in fraudulent activities. 
It is irrational to think that while these shell 
corporations are engaged in illegal activities 
their parent companies hold zero liability. 
Where individuals and entities are involved 
with fraudulent entities, they should not be 
permitted to continue to defraud the Medicare 
program. 

This legislation passed the House of Rep-
resentatives in 2010 by voice vote. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate failed to act on it. 

We encourage our colleagues to cosponsor 
this common sense legislation so we can add 
simple, anti-fraud tools to better protect Medi-
care beneficiaries and American taxpayers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR ROBERT S. 
SWENSON, USAFR, RETIRED 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Major Robert S. Swenson, 
USAFR, Retired, for being honored with the 
Bronze Star Medal in recognition of his actions 
during World War II. Following the recovery of 
lost records recommending this honor, the 
Bronze Star was presented to Major Swenson 
in July 2013 at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. 

In 1945, as a glider pilot in the 435th Troop 
Carrier Group, 75th Squadron, Major Swenson 
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and his fellow airmen distinguished them-
selves when enemy infantry mounted a 
counter attack. The 435th Troop Carrier Group 
fought and repelled the attack of approxi-
mately 200 enemy soldiers, a tank, a self-pro-
pelled artillery, and two 20mm flak guns. 

After the battle, a request was made by 
Major Charles O. Gordon that all members of 
the 435th Troop Carrier Group be given due 
recognition. However, at the end of the war, 
the order was lost and went unfulfilled. It was 
not until July 2013, at the Trigger Time Forum 
at Joint Base Lewis—McChord, that Major 
Swenson, now living in Washington State, was 
awarded the Bronze Star. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Major Robert S. Swenson, USAFR, 
Retired, for his inspiring bravery and dedica-
tion to serving his country. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CIDER IN-
DUSTRY DESERVES EQUAL REG-
ULATION OR ‘‘CIDER’’ ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing bipartisan legislation—the 
‘‘Cider Industry Deserves Equal Regulation,’’ 
or ‘‘CIDER,’’ Act—to update the provisions of 
the tax code that relate to the cider industry. 

Across the country, cidermakers large and 
small are developing their craft, establishing 
businesses and brands, and providing new 
markets for our nation’s apple and pear or-
chards. As they pursue this work; they do so 
in an uncertain tax and regulatory environ-
ment, one where slight variations in the fer-
menting process can cause them to run afoul 
of narrow tax and alcohol regulatory rules. 
Congress, by enacting this legislation, would 
support this growing industry and ensure that 
it is treated fairly by regulatory agencies. 

During the fermentation process a variety of 
factors can lead to small changes in the com-
position of a cider’s alcohol content and 
carbonation. Because of the narrow way that 
hard cider is currently defined in the tax code, 
these small variations can lead to cider being 
taxed at a rate fifteen times higher than what 
the statute clearly intended. This legislation 
would broaden this definition to include pear 
as well as apple cider and would greatly re-
duce the chance that improper taxation would 
occur. The legislation also aligns the US cider 
definitions more closely with global definitions 
for these products, and helps ensure that 
American-made cider is competitive on inter-
national markets. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to support the American cider industry. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF WLNG 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate WLNG 92.1 FM as the 
station celebrates its 50th anniversary on the 

air. Broadcasting from its studio in Sag Harbor 
New York, WLNG is known and loved 
throughout eastern Long Island for its oldies 
format, local news and sports, and personality 
disc jockeys like Gary Sapiane, Rusty Potz 
and the late Paul Sydney. WLNG may well be 
a one-of-a-kind radio station. Since 1963 the 
station has stuck to its popular oldies format 
playing hits from the 1950’s, 60’s, 70’s and 
80’s, mixed with lots of old-style jingles, birth-
day announcements and live remote broad-
casts from local events. 

Perhaps more importantly, WLNG has 
served as the pulse of the community con-
necting friends and neighbors in good times 
and in bad. The station can be found doing a 
remote broadcast from a local fundraiser for 
cancer or providing life-saving information dur-
ing an emergency. The station served as a re-
liable resource for the latest on Hurricane 
Irene in 2011, and during Hurricane Sandy in 
2012 WLNG continued broadcasting and 
streaming online using generator power and 
flashlights as the storm surge rose to ‘‘ankle 
deep’’ in the studio. One of its mainstay pro-
grams is the ever-popular ‘‘Swap and Shop,’’ 
a kind of on-air ebay in which residents can 
sell used or unwanted items to their neigh-
bors. Listeners also rely on WLNG for the lat-
est in school closings during a snow storm or 
the scores of local high schools sports 
events—even for finding a lost dog. 

Radio junkies love WLNG for the retro jin-
gles and reverb—the sound of radio the way 
it used to be. Its DJs are happy to dedicate 
songs in honor of listeners. Independently- 
owned, WLNG has remained steadfastly the 
same in times of huge and sometimes over-
whelming changes in communication tech-
nology and format, and maybe that is the key 
to its success. It can be relied upon like a 
good neighbor. Perhaps Paul Sydney summed 
it up best when he was quoted in an interview 
with the Sag Harbor Express saying, ‘‘WLNG 
is like a person. You’re with it. It’s your friend. 
We’re talking to one person at a time. I know 
there is no other station in the world like it. 
Even if you want to avoid it, you always come 
back. Whether it’s Sag Harbor or Norman, 
Oklahoma, Main Street is Main Street.’’ 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate 
WLNG radio on its 50th anniversary and wish 
the station many more years of successful 
broadcasting. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF KIP 
TOKUDA 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I along with Rep-
resentatives SMITH of Washington, rise today 
to honor the life of Kip Tolcuda, and pay trib-
ute to his leadership, service, and dedication 
to the citizens of the State of Washington. 

Kip was a Seattle native and a graduate of 
the University of Washington. Following com-
pletion of his graduate studies in social work 
in 1969, Kip entered public service as a social 
worker with the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services and gained a 
reputation for being a strong advocate for chil-
dren and individuals with disabilities. He was 
later named to the Washington Council for 
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 

The second son of parents who were incar-
cerated at the Minidoka Relocation Center, Kip 
possessed an unwavering sense of justice and 
equality. A prominent figure within the Asian 
American community, he served as the presi-
dent of Seattle’s chapter of Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League (JACL)—an organization 
which is the oldest and largest Asian Amer-
ican civil rights organization. In 1998, Kip went 
on to found the Asian Pacific Islander Commu-
nity Leadership Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nization that focuses on social justice, commu-
nity empowerment, and public service. 

Beginning in 1994, Kip served as a Rep-
resentative for Washington’s State 37th Legis-
lative District. During his four terms in the 
Washington State Legislature, he enjoyed 
many legislative successes. He introduced his 
first Day of Remembrance resolution in 1997, 
which has since become an annual tradition in 
the Legislature. He served as the co-prime 
sponsor, along with Representative Mike 
Wensmen of House Bill 1572, which created 
the Washington Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation fund in 2000. Kip also secured passage 
of the Special Needs Adoption bill, which 
helped adoption of special-needs children. He 
was a strong advocate who helped to pass the 
Homeless Children’s Lawsuit legislation, which 
provided services for over 60,000 homeless 
families with children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that we 
recognize the life of Kip Tokuda—a true trail-
blazer. We ask our colleagues to join us in 
honoring a long career of selfless and inspired 
service to his community, the State of Wash-
ington, and our nation. 

f 

HONORING MR. TOM MILLER 

HON. KRISTI L. NOEM 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a truly outstanding individual and 
his lifelong commitment to public service, Mr. 
Tom Miller. Tom has two passions: first and 
foremost, his two daughters; and second, ad-
vocacy on behalf of individuals with disabil-
ities. His lifelong service on behalf of this pop-
ulation has not only earned him recognition 
within the disability community throughout 
South Dakota, but also high honors within our 
great state as the recipient of the 2011 Gov-
ernor’s Award for an Outstanding Citizen with 
a Disability. 

Tom has also had great impact on a na-
tional level, working within the AbilityOne® 
Program through his service on the 
SourceAmericaTM Board for the past 15 years. 
His dedication and commitment to the employ-
ment of people who have disabilities has 
opened the doors of opportunity to tens of 
thousands of deserving Americans, making 
their own dreams of becoming productive citi-
zens become a reality. Tom has personally 
educated hundreds of his peers on self-advo-
cacy, helping these individuals visit Capitol Hill 
and ensure we know what is important to 
them. Words like fearless, straight talking, de-
voted, mentor, father and advocate begin to 
capture the essence of Tom. He is a true 
leader. 

As an AbilityOne Congressional Champion, 
I am honored to recognize Tom for his lifetime 
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commitment to service. South Dakota is a bet-
ter state, and America a better nation thanks 
to people like Tom Miller. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN A. HORSFORD 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, on consider-
ation H.R. 1911, I am not recorded because I 
was absent due to medically mandated recov-
ery. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on final passage of the bill (rollcall No. 
426). 

On rollcall No. 353 on final passage of H.R. 
850, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on final pas-
sage of the bill. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LYNN FORNEY 
YOUNG ON HER ELECTION AS 
PRESIDENT GENERAL OF THE 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Lynn Forney Young on her 
election as President General of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. Lynn, a fourth 
generation DAR member, joined the Tejas 
Chapter in Texas in 1977 as a Junior member 
and throughout her thirty-six years of contin-
uous membership has distinguished herself at 
every level of service in the National Society. 

She served her chapter in seven offices in-
cluding Chapter Regent and in thirteen com-
mittee chairmanships. In addition to holding 
nine state chairmanships in the Texas State 
Society, she served as State Parliamentarian, 
State Recording Secretary, State Chaplain, 
State Vice Regent, and State Regent. She 
was appointed to six National Vice Chairman-
ships, has held three National Chairmanships 
including Americanism, Printing and Publica-
tions, and State Regents’ Dinners, and has 
served on the national Investment and Per-
sonnel Committees. She attended the Volun-
teer Field Genealogy Course, served as a 
DAR Museum Correspondent Docent, and 
currently serves as a VAVS Deputy Rep-
resentative. 

Lynn has attended every Continental Con-
gress since 1980, serving as a Congressional 
page for eight years and on three Congres-
sional Committees. Honored by the Texas 
Daughters as their State Outstanding Junior 
Member, State Outstanding Chapter Regent, 
and State Outstanding Conference Page, she 
is the only member in the state to be so rec-
ognized. She holds membership in the Execu-
tive Club, National Officers’ Club, State Re-
gents’ and State Vice Regents’ Clubs, Na-
tional Chairmen’s and National Vice Chair-
men’s Associations, Outstanding Junior Club, 
Heritage Club, 1890 Giving Circle, and Found-
ers’ Club. She has served on the Advisory 
Boards of Crossnore School and Kate Duncan 
Smith DAR School as well as on the 
Tamassee DAR School Regents’ Council. 

Each year during Lynn’s term as State Re-
gent, Texas recorded a net gain in member-
ship. Additionally, she encouraged, and Texas 

Daughters enthusiastically embraced and sup-
ported, four major projects: an exhibition of 
DAR Museum quilts at the International Fes-
tival in Houston, the erection of a monument 
at the Texas State Cemetery to the patriots of 
the American Revolution buried in Texas, and 
major financial support for the restoration of 
the historic Texas Governor’s Mansion. Her 
State Regent’s Project brought together the 
State and National Societies in a cooperative 
effort to produce a new membership recruit-
ment video, ‘‘Today’s DAR,’’ which celebrates 
the work of the chapters on the local level and 
highlights the variety of programs and opportu-
nities for service that make the DAR relevant 
in today’s society. 

Through the years, Lynn has been an avid 
supporter of the National Society Children of 
the American Revolution, having served as 
Senior Society Treasurer and President, Sen-
ior State Registrar, First Vice President, and 
President and Senior National Vice President 
of the South Central Division. 

Lynn received a B.S. degree from the Uni-
versity of Houston, worked as a Legal Sec-
retary and Paralegal for seventeen years, was 
a law firm administrator and bookkeeper for 
three years, and currently serves as the book-
keeper for the family cattle ranch. 

A pillar of her church and community, Lynn 
served the Presbyterian Church as an Elder, 
Lay Minister and Clerk of the Session. She 
has served on the Steering Committees of 
both the DAR Houston Fisher House and 
Homes for Our Troops. She was named one 
of the Outstanding Young Women of Mont-
gomery County, Texas and in 2007 received 
the Inspire Women Outstanding Community 
Leader Award. Married to Steve Young, she is 
the mother of one DAR daughter and one son 
and the loving grandmother of two grandsons. 

Lynn’s devotion to DAR and unwavering 
commitment to its ideals and mission are evi-
denced by her many years of service. Her ex-
perience, keen sense of business, proven 
leadership abilities and vision, together with 
her beautiful style and grace, will certainly 
help to strengthen the organization and ensure 
that it will continue to grow and prosper. 

Please join me and the Texas Daughters of 
the American Revolution as we congratulate 
Lynn Forney Young on her recent election as 
the first DAR President General from the great 
state of Texas. 

f 

SUPPORTING H.R. 2009, ‘‘KEEP THE 
IRS OFF YOUR HEALTH CARE 
ACT’’ 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to encourage my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the ‘‘Keep the IRS Off Your Health 
Care Act.’’ This bill authored by my friend, Dr. 
PRICE, will prohibit the IRS from implementing 
any provisions of the President’s health care 
law. 

The IRS is an agency plagued by a mul-
titude of scandals and significant misuses of 
taxpayer funds. The IRS is probably the worst 
government agency that we would want to 
have involved with Americans health care. 

The IRS cannot fulfill its current core mis-
sions. With this in mind, we should not allow 
them to hire thousands of new employees to 
oversee our health care. The IRS cannot even 

properly supervise many of its current employ-
ees. We cannot trust the IRS with our health 
care. I urge my colleagues to pass this bill. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE NATIONAL 
BLACK DATA PROCESSING ASSO-
CIATES 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating the National Black Data 
Processing Associates (BDPA) on its 35th an-
niversary of service to the residents of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and, the national capital re-
gion and its 45 active chapters across the 
United States. 

Founded in May 1975 by Earl Pace and the 
late David Wimberly, BDPA was formed out of 
a concern shared by both men that minorities 
were not adequately represented in the infor-
mation technology industry. The first BDPA 
chapter was organized in Philadelphia, PA in 
1977. A year later, the second chapter was or-
ganized in Washington, D.C., and shortly 
thereafter, the third chapter was organized in 
Cleveland, OH. In 1979, BDPA was restruc-
tured as a national organization. 

As the oldest and largest African American 
information technology (IT) organization, com-
prised of over 2,000 African-American IT pro-
fessionals as well as, science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) college students, 
BDPA’s vision is to be a powerful advocate for 
their stakeholders’ interests within the global, 
technology industry. Its mission is to be a 
global member-focused technology organiza-
tion that delivers programs and services for 
the professional well-being of its stakeholders. 

BPDA continues to promote professional 
growth and technical development for the 
young people and those entering into informa-
tion and communication technology (ICT) in 
academia and corporate America. We also ap-
preciate BDPA and its 45 chapters for con-
tinuing to provide ICT opportunities for STEM 
students and professionals. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 35th anni-
versary of the National Black Data Processing 
Associates, in congratulating them on their 
outstanding accomplishments and commitment 
to the residents of the District of Columbia and 
around the country, and in welcoming those 
attending the BDPA Annual National Tech-
nology Conference and Career Fair titled ‘‘Di-
verse Opportunities In The Age of Conver-
gence by Bringing Jobs Back to D.C.,’’ on Au-
gust 14–17, 2013, at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, it has been forty-one years since 
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Congress passed the Equal Rights Amend-
ment (also known as the Women’s Equality 
Amendment). This historic amendment was in-
tended to affirm in our United States Constitu-
tion fundamental equality based on sex in all 
areas of society. 

In 1972, Congress passed the ERA with a 
measure that it had to be ratified by the nec-
essary number of states (38) within 7 years. 
Though this deadline was extended, it was 
only for 10 short years. With this narrow time 
limit, the ERA was unfortunately just three 
states shy of full ratification when the deadline 
passed in 1982. Other constitutional amend-
ments were given much wider deadlines for 
ratification. One example is the 27th amend-
ment, concerning Congressional pay raises, 
which was accepted after a 203 year ratifica-
tion period. 

This Congress I intend to finally add the 
word ‘‘women’’ to the constitution. It is time for 
our nation to understand the necessity of 
equality for women based on the way it has 
been deprived of them. While we have made 
cracks in the glass ceiling many times before, 
we have yet to shatter it. I believe that this 
amendment provides that recognition to 
women without taking equality rights away 
from others. 

Over the past several decades, legislative 
efforts have increased women’s rights—but 
these strides toward achieving equality are not 
irreversible. Without the ERA, women have 
often been denied the ability to seek justice 
when they have experienced discrimination. 
Though certain court decisions, such as the 
Supreme Court decision in the Virginia Military 
Institute case (Virginia v. United States), 
helped to clarify that gender cannot be used to 
keep women from achieving social, legal and 
economic gains, important decisions like this 
can also be overturned. In addition, laws can 
still perpetuate gender classifications that keep 
women from achieving their full potential. Pas-
sage of the ERA would provide a Constitu-
tional affirmation of the Supreme Court deci-
sion. 

Our democracy rests on the principle of ‘‘lib-
erty and justice for all.’’ We need the ERA to 
ensure that this concept applies equally to all. 

I am pleased to introduce this bill with nine-
ty-three of my bipartisan colleagues, Rep-
resentatives CYNTHIA LUMMIS, RODNEY 
FRELINGHUYSEN, JERROLD NADLER, KAREN 
BASS, JOYCE BEATTY, XAVIER BECERRA, SAN-
FORD BISHOP, TIMOTHY BISHOP, EARL BLU-
MENAUER, CORRINE BROWN, G.K. BUTTERFIELD, 
LOIS CAPPS, MICHAEL CAPUANO, TONY 
CÁRDENAS, KATHY CASTOR, DAVID CICILLINE, 
YVETTE CLARKE, WM. LACY CLAY, JAMES CLY-
BURN, STEVE COHEN, JAMES COOPER, JAMES 
COSTA, JOSEPH COURTNEY, JOSEPH CROWLEY, 
ELIJAH CUMMINGS, DANIEL DAVIS, SUSAN DAVIS, 
PETER DEFAZIO, DIANA DEGETTE, CHARLIE 
DENT, JOHN DINGELL, TAMMY DUCKWORTH, 
KEITH ELLISON, SAM FARR, CHAKA FATTAH, 
WILLIAM FOSTER, MARCIA FUDGE, TUSLI 
GABBARD, JOHN GARAMENDI, ALAN GRAYSON, 
AL GREEN, RAUL GRIJALVA, MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM, LOUIS GUTIÉRREZ, BRIAN HIGGINS, 
JAMES HIMES, RUBÉN HINOJOSA, STEVE ISRAEL, 
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON, HENRY ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, 
MARCY KAPTUR, WILLIAM KEATING, JOSEPH 
KENNEDY, DANIEL KILDEE, BARBARA LEE, SAND-
ER LEVIN, JOHN LEWIS, DAVID LOESBACK, ZOE 
LOFGREN, STEPHEN LYNCH, BETTY MCCOLLUM, 
JAMES MCDERMOTT, JAMES MCGOVERN, GRACE 

MENG, GWEN MOORE, GRACE NAPOLITANO, 
WILLIAM PASCRELL, EDWARD PERLMUTTER, 
CHELLIE PINGREE, MICHAEL QUIGLEY, CHARLES 
RANGEL, RAUL RUIZ, TIMOTHY RYAN, LINDA 
SÁNCHEZ, SCOTT DAVIS, TERRI SEWELL, CAROL 
SHEA-POTTER, BRAD SHERMAN, LOUISE 
SLAUGHTER, BENNIE THOMPSON, DINA TITUS, 
PAUL TONKO, NIKI TSONGAS, CHRISTOPHER VAN 
HOLLEN, NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ, MAXINE WATERS, 
MELVIN WATT, HENRY WAXMAN, PETER WELCH, 
and FREDERICA WILSON. I urge my fellow 
Members of Congress to join in support. 

f 

REUNIFICATION ON THE ISLAND 
OF CYPRUS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to encourage re-
newed efforts to bring about reunification on 
the island of Cyprus. 

In 2004, the inhabitants of the island partici-
pated in a referendum put forward by the 
United Nations under Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan. The proposal known as the Annan 
Plan foresaw a bi-communal, bi-zonal federa-
tion based on political equality. Unfortunately, 
it was overwhelmingly rejected by Greek Cyp-
riots in 2004 despite vast support by Turkish 
Cypriots. Had it been accepted, it would have 
brought about a resolution to this longstanding 
separation of the island and contributed to po-
litical stability in this region of the world. 

In 2008, the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cyp-
riot leaders reaffirmed their commitment to a 
bi-zonal, bi-communal federation with political 
equality as defined by relevant Security Coun-
cil resolutions. These talks proceeded through 
May 2012, often being guided by former 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon. The framework included a federal gov-
ernment with a single international personality 
as well as a Turkish Cypriot constituent state 
and a Greek Cypriot constituent state, both of 
equal status. Unfortunately, this process has 
been put on hold for more than a year, as Cy-
prus has dealt with serious economic crises 
and political reforms. 

The time has come for both sides to resume 
this process and seek long-term solutions that 
will bring peace and prosperity to the island. 
On July 28, Turkish Cypriots successfully 
completed elections, advancing the cause of 
democracy on the island. I congratulate the 
Turkish Cypriots for holding free and fair elec-
tions, and wish them well as they endeavor to 
form a new government. But a broader solu-
tion, involving the participation of both sides of 
the island, is essential to Cyprus’s long-term 
success. It is my strong hope that economic 
conditions have stabilized sufficiently on the 
island to allow this process to move forward. 
The United States should do all it can to sup-
port this process. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, 
July 24, 2013, due to unforeseen illness, I 

missed rollcall votes No. 411, on the Pompeo 
amendment, and No. 412, on the Amash 
amendment. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on the Pompeo amendment, and 
‘‘nay’’ on the Amash amendment. 

f 

ENERGY CONSUMERS RELIEF ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1582) to protect 
consumers by prohibiting the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
from promulgating as final certain energy- 
related rules that are estimated to cost more 
than $1 billion and will cause significant ad-
verse effects to the economy, with Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN in the chair. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to this so-called Energy 
Consumers Relief Act, which would be more 
accurately titled the Blocking Public Health 
Protections Act. The best I can say about this 
bill is that it is going precisely nowhere—and 
for good reason. 

Under this legislation, the Department of En-
ergy would be required to waste increasingly 
limited resources undertaking costly and time- 
consuming review of certain ‘‘energy-related’’ 
EPA rules. The term ‘‘energy-related’’ is not 
defined, and no time limit is given for comple-
tion of DoE’s duplicative analysis. 

As a result, H.R. 1582 would have the prac-
tical—and intended— effect of blocking or in-
definitely delaying important public health pro-
tections, even if the Secretary of Energy never 
exercises his authority to overturn the EPA— 
protections like the Mercury and Air Toxic 
Standards, which will reduce mercury and 
other harmful toxins from power plants; or the 
vehicle tailpipe standards, which, ironically, 
are already saving consumers money at the 
pump. 

Madam Chair, Americans expect their gov-
ernment to ensure that their air is healthy and 
their water is clean. H.R. 1582 is poorly draft-
ed, ill-conceived legislation that would take us 
in precisely the opposite direction. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 
f 

ENCOURAGING PEACE AND REUNI-
FICATION ON THE KOREAN PE-
NINSULA 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, as a co-
sponsor of H. Con. Res. 41, a bill encouraging 
peace and reunification on the Korean Penin-
sula, I rise to encourage my colleagues to join 
me in support of the bill. 

This month, hundreds of Korean War vet-
erans will gather in the nation’s capital to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the Korean 
War Armistice. In recognition of their service 
and for those who continue to serve on the 
peninsula to this day, we pause to express our 
appreciation and support. 
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The Korean War began when North Korea 

invaded the South on June 25, 1950. A peace 
treaty was never signed, only an armistice 
marking the end of hostilities. Today, Korea 
remains a divided nation, separating more 
than 10 million South Koreans, including 

100,000 Korean-Americans, from their families 
in the North. As we pause to recognize the 
sacrifice of those who fought and died in the 
conflict, we must also remember all the others 
who were affected as well. This resolution re-
affirms the commitment of the US to our alli-

ance with South Korea and our commitment to 
working with South Korea to encourage the 
North to cease its nuclear proliferation activi-
ties so that talks to reunify the peninsula can 
commence. 
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